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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


Ar the commencement of a new volume, it is expected that an 
address shall appear embracing those topics which relate peculi- 
arly to the connexion between our readers and ourselves. As 
previous addresses of this kind, however, have occupied the prin- 
cipal subjects appropriate to the occasion, the present article will 
be short. 

It is to be noticed with devout gratitude, that the present is the 
era of Christian exertion. Never before were so many persons, 
in regions so remote from each other, and with views so enlarged 
and benevolent, engaged to make the Gospel known in all the 
world, and to prepare the way for the universal prevalence of its 
heavenly doctrines. Never before did the whole Christian church 
look forward with such confident anticipations of the approach of 
that happy period, when loye and peace shall reign in the hearts 
of men, and ail oppression, fraud, viole nce, and war, all infidelity, 
hypocrisy, and opposition to true religion, shall be effectually and 
permanently subdued by the Prince of Peace. Preceding ages 
have desired and prayed for the period alluded to; but for the 
present age was reserved the honor of taking efficient: measures, 
ona large scale, with a direct view to evangelize the whole human 
race; measures which seem admirably calculated, with the divine 
blessing, to accompiish the purpose for which they are taken. 
Should it be said, that the wars, commotions, and unexampled 
revolutions of the present day, scem to portend every thing but 
the peaceiul event so much desired, the answer is rearys Precisely 
such a scene of revolution, tumult, and blood, as we have beheld 
for a few years past, was foretold, as preparatory to the great and 
lasting pacification usually cailed the millennium. ‘The furious 
wars which have raged above twenty years on the continent of 
Europe, so far from furnishing an argument against indulging 
hopes of the kind above specified, are In fact among the most con- 
vincing proofs that such hopes are well founded. 

Let the pious and the benevolent proceed, then, with increased 
alacrity and zeai; if inclined to despond, at times, let them revive 
their fainting spirits by’ studying the prophetic page; and, while 
laboring and striving to disseminate the seed of Divine truth, let 
them comfort their hearts with the reflection, that the world shall 
speedily reap the joyful and abundant harvest. 

Vou. IX. eo 
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The attempts which are now making to reform the morals, in 

various parts of New England, demand the hearty co-operation of 
all who desi:e the present or future happiness of their fellow 
creatures. No time is to be lost in halting between two opinions. 
Ifit has not been already proved, that present enjoyment, and 
happy prospects of the future, are on the side of strict morality 
and strict religion, jt 1s in vain to expect that any question in more 
als will ever be settled, Let every friend of his country, of pos- 
terity, of his own children, join his efforts to those of the patriotic 
and benevolent already engaged in promoting public and private 
virtue and suppressing vice. 

While adverting to united exertions in the cause of truth and 
righteousness, we desire to call the attention of our readers to the 
utility and necessity of religious magazines, permanently estab- 
lished and liberally patronized. How many of the great charities 
which have adorned the present times would never have been 
originated without periodical works of this description? How many 
others would have languished and failed, without the same sup- 
port: As the first step towards any extensive and united efforts, it 
is necessary that those, who are called upon to co-operate, should 
aot what is to be done, and what is doing, in the religious world. 
"bhey should be informed of the means, the hopes and prospects, 
the duties and encouragements, which claim their particular con- 
sideration. But all this can be done in no other way so effectual] 
as in the manner here specified. Let it be remembered, that the 
establishment of any useful magazine is not justly regarded asa 
temporary and inconsiderabie expedient to subserve the present 
interests of a party; but as the erection of an engine whose power 
may be inealculably beneficial; as the opening of a fountain whose 
salutary streams may long continue to refresh the thirsty pilgrim, 
and cover the earth with verdure. 

Among the duties, which devolve on writers for religious pub- 
lications, those which relate to the treatment of adversaries are 
probably the most difficult. As we have never yet learnt from 
Scripture, experience, or observation, that all the different schemes 
of religion have an equal claim to be treated with deference and 
respect, we cannot hesitate to believe, that many pernicious errors 
actually exist In this country; errors which materially affect the 
very foundations of Christian doctrine; errors which, if cordially 
embraced, must prove fatal to the souls of men. Nor can we 
hesitate to believe, that these errors are zealously propagated from 
the press and the pulpit; and that, in some Instances, men set 
apart, as the guides of their fellow sinners in the way to heaven, 
lead them in the downward road to perdition. How are writers 
and preachers of this class to be treated? is the question. The 
rules which have appeared to us most important, and altogether 
defensibic, are briefly as follows: 

First; it should be regarded as a fundamental canon, not to 
judge more unfavorably of any religious doctrine, than the Scrip- 
tures authorize and require us to judge. We allow no human 
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authority in matters of faith. What the word of God condemns, it 
is the duty of Christians to condemn; but nothing more. \e are 
no advocates for drawing the bonds of fellowship closer than God 
has drawn them; or for inventing stricter rules of conduct than He 
has given. In construing the Scriptures, and searching after their 
eenuine meaning, the utmost candor, fairness, and reverence, are 
to be exhibited; but when that meaning is satisfactorily ascertained, 
it is too serious a thing to be yielded out of complaisance, or con- 
cealed from view for fear of reproach and obloquy. It is to be 
avowed, proclaimed, and defended, with all possible zeal. 

Secondly; in controversies with the enemies of the truth, the 
law of love is never to be transgressed. Christ has made it the 
duty of his followers to love all men. A real and earnest desire of 
the present and future good of an opponent is perfectly consistent 
with the persuasion that he is in extreme error, and in the way to 
ruin. Indeed, the fact that any human being is in such error, 
eught to awaken a desire that he may be delivered from it, and 
will uniformly do so, in hearts under the permanent influence of 
religion. To ascertain whether a writer is really possessed of this 
benevolent regard to his afPeySaries, whom he apprehends, at the 
same time, to "be the adversaries of the truih, let him answer to_ his 
own satisfaction the following questions. If the person whom I 
am now particularly opposing were my brother; had we been edu- 
cated together in a father’s house; or were he a son, whose salva- 
tion had been near my heart ever since his birth; should I not soft- 
en the expressions which offer themselves to my pen! If Tanswer 
in the affirmative, 1 is it because, in the case supposed, my natural 
affection is stronger, than, ii ithe real case, my benevolent regar d 
to an immortal being? Should I be able to read what I am w riting 
to my Opponent in private, without feeling the slightest disnosition 
to anger on the one hand, or the slightest degree of compunction 
on the other? If not; Why? Am I able to say, with a solemn refer- 
ence to God, the Judge of all, and to the day of final retribution; 
This page was written in love to mankind? 

If all-writers would faithfully pursue inquiries of this kind, it is 
manifest that the race of Warburtons aid Belshams wouid soon 
become extinct. 

Thirdly; ridicule should be admitted with extreme caution in 
religious controversy, if admitted at all. Were it not, that the 
Scriptures have sanctioned the use of ridicule. we should doubt 
whether it cught not to be interdicted altogether. Sanctioned as 
it is, however, by the highest authority, it is doubtless intended, Ot 
certain rare occasions, to answer tne most importa: i. purposes. 
But it is so liable to perversion, and can so easily be pressed into 
any cause, while the temptations to use it UnNnecessai ily, and even 
improperly, are so frequent, that pru: lence scems to dictate the 


course here recommended. It is certainly 4 bes fur from being an 
instructive spectacle, to behold sinners, , haste hing tothe judgmen: 
busily employed in holding up each ot.cr to public lauebier and 
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that such is the character of error, so frequent are its incansisten- 
cies, and so glaring its absurdities, that a simple statement of a 
writer’s own doctrines will sometimes produce the same effect as 
the most powerful strain of ridicule. 

Another difficulty which editors of periodical publications expe- 
rience, is that of suiting the tastes and wishes of different classes 
oftheir readers. The attempt to please ail would be ridiculous. 
But we shall not cease to labor that our work may be as extensive- 
ly useful, as it shall be within the limits of our means to render it. 
While we shall pay a respectful atiention to intimations from any 
of our patrons, with regard to practicable improvements in our 
work, we must request them likewise to pay a similar attention to 
what they may presume to be the wishes of other patrons. We 
would always encourage the utmost fredoom in suggesting such 
improvements as will make the Panoplist more conducive to the 
purposes for which it is published—the promotion of useful knowl- 
edge and undefiled rejigion. 

We are sorry that our subscription list will not warrant the en- 
largement proposed in our number for March. By the use of a 
smaller iype in a part oi the work, there wil be room ior some 
additional matter. The contemplated enlargement will still be 
kept if view; and wiil be adopted whenever an increased patron- 
age shall authorize the additional expense. The war has so im- 
peded transportation by water, that we feara serious diminution 
of subscribers irom that cause alone. 

As many of our subscribers number the volumes of the Pano- 
plist from the beginning, without making the distinction of the 
new series, it will be most convenient that the same mode be uni- 
yersally adopted. We shall therefore designate this volume as 
the ninth, instead of the sixth of the new series. 

We conclude with beseeching the God of all grace to make our 
feeble efforts in some measure successful, and to impart the knowl- 
edge and love of the truth to all mankind. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


LECTURES ON THE EvipveNcEsS’ from that general devastation of 


OF DIVINE REVELATION. the world. Iwill now go on to 
mention other testimonies, relat- 
No. XV. ing to the same great subject. 


These, though blended by the 
In the preceding Lecture I ex- writers, and incapable in various 
hibited a serics of testimonies instances of being separated, as 
from ancient heathen writers wouid indeed naturally be sup- 
concerning the events, which posed, I shall yet distribute, 
immediately preceded the del- chiefly under the following 
uge; the dcluge itself; and the — heads: 
patriarch, who was preserved The family of Voah; 
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The Ark; 

The Mountain, on which it 
rested; 

Lhe Dove; and 

The Raven, 

It will not be in my power, 
and indeed it must in the nature 
of the case be very difficult, to 
arrange them in a perspicuous 
order. 

1. I shall recite some testimo- 
nies concerning the family of 
Noah. 

The original gods of Egyft 
were held to be eight; the 074s 
celebrated by antiquity. Of 
these Pan was the eldest. 

The Cadiri, the principal 
priests of heathen antiquity, are 
said by Damasis, as quoted by 
Photius, to have been the sons 
of Sadyc; the just man: the ap- 
pellation, given by AZoses to No- 
ah, ‘They are said to have been 
three; and to have been the au- 
thors of ail useful science and 
arts. 

Sanchoniathon also says, They 
were the offspring of the just 
man; and that they lived in the 
time of Barith: a Hebrew word 
signifying an Ark. 

They are said to have been 
the first, who built a ship; to 
have been the first husbandmen; 
to have built a city; and in it to 
have consecrated Aare Ilovts; 
what was left by the ocean: i. e. 
what the Deluge had spared. 

These priests are said to have 
been priests of Zheda: another 
Hebrew word, signifying an Ark. 

Diodorus Siculus says, They 
were universally esteemed the 
offspring of the Ocean, accord- 
ing to the traditions of the an- 
cients. 

Lbn Patricius says, “After the 
family of Woah left the Ark, they 
built a city, which they called 
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Thamanim; which in the ancient 
language of Armenia sivnifies 
Hight; and which, accordiiy to 
him, means, We are eight.” 

Elmasinus calls the city the 
flace which Noah built, when he 
came out of the Ark. 

Wilkam de Rubruguis says, 
“There are two mountains on 
which the Armenians say the 
ark, mentioned by Moses, rested; 
and a little town, named Cemain- 
un, (eight) which, they say, was 
built, and so named, by the per- 
sons, who came out of the Ark. 
This is plain from the name, 
which signifies eight; They call 
the mountain (that is, one of 
these mountains,) the Mother 
of the world.” 

Moses Chonorensis says, that 
this town is held in great rever- 
ence by the 4rmenians; who 
Say, that itis the oldest tewn in 
the world, and was built, imme- 
diately after the Deluge, by 
Noah. 

The same writer informs us, 
that the Armenians furnish us, 
by their Poems, a far more cop- 
lous account of ancient things, 
than any other nation. 

From these sources this res- 
pectable writer extensively de- 
rived, it would seem, his own 
accounts of antiquity. 

Galanus says, The natives say 
concerning this town, that its 
true name 1s_ WNachib-shivan; 
Which means ite jirst filace of 
descent, agreeably to Josephus. 

Berosus says, That in this 
place the patriarch gave Instruc- 
tions to his children, and vanish- 
ed from the sight of men. 

According to #fifhanins, the 
family of Voat remained here 
during five generations, or six 
hundred and fiity-nine years. 


~ 


In Genesis x, 25 it Is said 
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that the earth was divided in the 
days of Peleg, the filth genera- 
tion from Voah. 

Inthe retreat of the /rgo- 
nauts, it is said, that Minyae 
retired from mount Caucasus to 
the remotest part of the earth. 
Ararat is a part of the great 
chain of Caucasus. Armenia, 
also, was anciently called drme- 
ni, and Arminni: i. e. Aram Min- 
ni; and by Jeremiah, Ararat 
Minni. Jer. \i, 27. 

Mankind, it is said, first dwelt 
in the region of the Minyae, at 
the bottom of mount Baris, the 
mountain of the Ark; the 4rarat 
of Moses. 

Callimachus says, “The Kro- 
nides, (i. e. the sons of Kronus, 
Saturn, or Voah) determined, or 
set out, by lot the several regions 
of the world.” 

Homer makes Weftune, the 
son of Saturn, say, that his broth- 
ers parted the world into three 
shares, and that each obtained 
by lot his own share. 

Plato says, “The godsi. e. the 
three sons of Saturn, obtained 
the dominion of the whole earth 
according to their different al- 
lotments; and without conten- 
tlon took possession of their 
provinces by a fair lot.” 

The Greeks called Jephet, or 
Japetus, the first of men; and 
to express the highest antiquity 
of any thing said, preverbially, 
that i¢ was older than Japhet, 

That Ham settied in 4frica is 
evident because, 

First; Hammon was worship- 
ped asa god by the &£gyftians; 
and had temples erected to him. 

Secondly; Because cities, pla- 
ces, and people, were named 
from him. In £gyft the great 
city Diosficlis, or the city of Ju- 
fiter, is called Amon, or Ham- 


on—No, by the prophets Jere. 
miah, Ezekiel, and Nahum. In 
Arabia, were the river Ammon, 
the promontory Ammonium, and 
the people Ammonii. In Africa 
was the city Ammonia. 

Alexander Polyhistor, who 
lived in £gyft under Ptolemy 
Lathyrus, testifies that all <4/ri- 
ca was called Ammonia; and that 
it was so called from the god 
Ammon. Lucan also says, that 
Ammon was the god of £thiopi- 
ans, Arabians, and Indians. 

Plutarch calls Egypt Chemia 
from Cham. ‘The Copts, as Bo- 
chart testifies, call Egypt to this 
day Chomi. The ‘radians, also, 
call Cairo Misr, from Misr the 
father of the Misraim. 

It is hardly necessary to ob- 
serve, that Ham was Jupiter, 
and was worshipped under the 
name of Ju~iiter Ammon: or that 
the temple, erected to him, was 
discovered by Hournemann in the 
year 1798, at Scewah: about three 
hundred miies west by south of 
Cairo. 

2. Testimonies concerning the 
Ark. 

The principal Zartars, or Ta- 
turs, declare themselves to be 
descended trom TZurk, i. e. 
Turgoma (Togarmah) the son 
of Jufhet, the son ot Voah; who 
was saved from the Deluge in 
the Ark, on the mountain of Ba- 
ris, or the Ark. The ‘Turks 
were originally called by them- 
selves Yurcomans. You willre- 
member, that nota small num- 
ber of testimonies concerning 
the Ark have been already men- 
tioned; being too intimately in- 
terwoven with other testimonies 
to be separated. 

The word aagzé used by Plu- 
tarch, Alexander Pulyhistor, 
Nicolaus Dumascenus, and 7 hea 
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philus of Antioch, is exactly e- 
quivalent to the Hebrew word 
Theba, used by Moses for the 
Ark, and translated azevaé by Jo- 
sefihus. 

From this name Parnassus 1s 
derived: of which Stephen of By- 
zantium says, Parnassus was an- 
ciently called Larnassus; be- 
eause the Azgveé (Larnax) or ark 
of Deucalion was wef d thither. 

The priests of Ammon, in their 
religious rites, carried jn their 
procession a boat; 1n which was 
an Ark or oracular Shrine, hold- 
en both by them, and the people, 
in great veneration. This cus- 
tom was of the remotest antiqul- 
ty. Two representations of it 
were copied from Zuxror or 
Luxorein, in Upper Egypt by 
bishop Pocock; and taken from 
the apartments of the temple, so 
much celebrated by Dizodorus 
Siculus. The ends of the boats, 
copied by Pocock, are alike. 

The name of this boat, or 
ship, of Isis, was Baris. The 
same was the origin of all the 
navicular Arks, or shrines, in 
the ancient worship. You will 
remember, that Baris* was the 
name of that mountain in Jr- 
menia, on which the ark of Moah 
was supposed to have rested; 
and that it is no other than the 
Hebrew word Barith signifying 
an Ark. 

At £rythra, in Ionia, the god 
Hercules was represented on a 
float, as Pausanias testifies. 

At Athens the sacred ship was 
also carried about with great 
reverence in honor of the god- 
dess Damater, at the Pan-dihe- 
naea; and 

*Are not the English déaré, the 
French dargue, the Spanish barca, 
&c. signifying a boat, or ship, deriv- 
ed frum this word? Ep. 


At Smyrna in honor of Dionu- 
sus. Of this we are informed by 
Aristotle. 

At Olympia, the most sacred 
place in Greece, the same rite 
existed. 

Many cities were anciently nam- 
ed Zheba, from the ancient word, 
used to signify the Ark. These 
were in Cilicia, Attica, Syria, 

Veyfit, Pontus, Italy, &c. 

Inthe Sybilline oracles it is 
said, that on 4rarat, a mountain 
of Phrygia, the ark rested on a 
high summit. 

In the ancient delineation of 
the Solar System a ship was rep- 
resented as regulating the whole 
course of nature, in which were 
seven kindred sailors. 

The ship 4rgo, in the celes- 
tial sphere was a memorial of the 
Ark. In proof of this I observe, 
that the name “rgo is used to 
signify an 4rk, 1 Sam. vi, 8;,that 
the harbor, in which the shi 
Argo was built, was called in an- 
cient fable the port of Deucalion. 

The Argo, in the celestial 
sphere, is sald by Plutarch to 
have been the ship of Osiris. 

The celestial drgo is partly 
concealed in the clouds. It was 
supposed to have been oracular, 
and to have been conducted im- 
mediately by the will of the De- 
ity. Onthe rudder isa bright 
star, called Canopus; supposed 
to have been originally Ca-NVou-f, 
the city of the oraele of Noah. 

Tacitus suys, that among the 
Suevi the chief object in their 
religious worship was an Ark, 
or ship. 

Many ancient historians de- 
clare the remains of the Ark to 
have existed a long time on the 
mountain of drarat. This will 
seem less improbable, when it 
is remembered, that it was built 
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of cypress, and smeared with 
bitumen. 

3, I shall now mention some 
testimonies concerning the 
Mountain, on which the ark 
rested. 

That 4raraé is in Armenia is ev- 
ident, First; Because the Seven- 
ty render the Hebrew word /r- 
arat Armenia in 2 Kings xix, 37; 
Fheodceric in Isaiah xxxvil, 38; 
and Jeremiah li, 27; andthe Vul- 
gate in Genes?s Vill, 4. 

Secondly. Berosus declares 
the sons of Sennacherib to have 
fled into Armenia, which in the 
Hebrew is called Ararat. 

Thirdly; Abydenus says,  Xis- 
uthrus sailed in the ark to 4r- 
menia.” 

Fourthly; JZe/o says, “The 
man, who escaped the deluge, 
came with his sons out of Arme- 
nia.” 

kifthly; Berosus declares, that 
the Ark touched the mountains 
of Armenia. 

Sixthly; Nicolaus  Damasce- 
aus, and dratus, both testily 
the same thing; as do, also, the 
Fathers Lustatius, Chrysostom, 
Isidorus, &c. That Ararat is the 
same with the Gordyaean moun- 
tains testify Berosus, Polyhistor, 
Jonathan, and Onkelos, Herpfreni- 
anus, Georgius Elmasinus, the 
Nubian geographer, Agathias, 
and Epifhantus. 

Lucian, a native of Samosata, 
upon the Lufihrates, where the 
traditions and memorials of the 
deluge were cminently preserv- 
ed, and a constant reference was 
had to it in their worship, says, 
“Most of the eastern Authors, 
who have recorded the deluge, 
say, that the remains of the Ark 
were to be scen on one of the 
mountains of Armenia, in their 


‘own time. To this fact Berosus,.4- 


bydenus,Theophilus,and CArysos- 
tom, appeal as being well known. 
Nicolaus Damascenus Says, 
“There isa great mountain in 
Armenia, called Baris, to which 
many flew together at the time 
of the deluge; particularly one 
floating in an Ark, came to the 
summit, and was saved.” 

Hatho, the Armenian, says, 
that in Armenia is a mountain, 
named A4rath, which 1s_ higher 
than any other mountain on earth. 
On the summit of this mountain 
the Ark of .Voah first rested af- 
ter the deluge. The meaning 
of the name is the mountain of 
descent: in Hebrew, properly 
expressed 4r, or Har, Irad. It 
is called 27Sasnguv by Josephus. 

The mountain /rarat has been 
called by this name through all 
AGES. 

It has also been called Masts, 
Thamanim, and Shamanim. Tha- 
manim in the old Armenian ljan- 
euage, and Shamanim in the He- 
brew both signify eight. 

Ti has been objected to the 
Scriptural account of the Ark’s 
resting on 4rara‘, that Tourne- 


fort found, that there were no 


olives growing in the country of 
Jirmenia. ‘Yo this it 1s decisive- 
ly answered, that Strabo, a na- 
tive of 4sia Minor, asserts, that 
in his day Armenia was fruitful 
in olives. 

Both the 4radians, and Tar- 
tars, Jland the ark on mount 
Mlrarat, says Howard. 

4. I will now mention some 
testimonies concerning theDove. 

Plutarch says, that the dove, 
sent out of the ark, brought cer- 
tain proofs to Deucadion of the 
continuance of the tempest, by 
returning to him, and of its 
cessation, by staylng abroad. 

Of the dove there are many 
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memorials. In the earliest ages 
the dove was regarded, 

As an interpreter of the will 
of the gods; 

As a bird of presage; and 

As auspicious to mariners; 
who used to let loose a dove, and 
from her flight to augur the 
gyood or ill success of their yoy- 
ages. 

The heliacal rising of the 
seven stars was considered as 
the most favorable time for sail- 
ing. Hence they were called 
Peleiades; or the doves. 

The drgonauts are said by .4- 
fiollonius Rhodiensis to have 
made the same experiment with 
the dove, which was made by 
Noah. 

Velieius Paterculus says, that 
the colony, which settled at Cu- 
ma, followed a dove. 

The heathen priests and 
priestesses were in various pla- 
ces ealled Jonah, and Peleiaves; 
doves. . 

Noah is by Abydenus and 4- 
lexander Polyhistor named Oan 
and Ounnes: a dove. 

Plutarch says, “Mythologists 
say, that the dove of Deucalion 
was sent forth outo! an Ark, and 
made it manifest, that the tem- 
pest had retired, and that seren- 
ity had returned.” 

5. The Raven is placed in the 
celestial sphere of which it is 
said, that it was once sent on a 
message by Apollo, but deceived 
him; not returning when it was 
expected. 

‘fhe priests of d4mmon were 
called Ravens. 

The Michuacans, one of the 
original nations of Mexico, heid, 
according to the Abbe Clavigero, 
this tradition, “There was once 
a great deluge; and Zezfi, (the 
name, by which they call -Voah,) 

VoL, IX. 
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in order to save himself from be- 
ing drowned, embarked in a ship, 
formed like an Ark, with his 
wife, his children, and many dif- 
ferent animals, and several seeds 
of fruits. As the water abated, 
he sent out the bird, which bears 
the name of ura; which re- 
mained, eating dead bodies. He 
then sent out other birds, which 
did not return; except that little 
bird, called the Flower-sucker; 
which brought a small branch 
with it. From the family of 7ez- 
fi the Michuacans all believed 
that they derived their origin. 

Homer calis Iris, or the rain- 
bow, “a sign to men having va- 
rious Janguages;” and again 
says, “Jupiter ordained, that the 
rainbow should be a sign from 
heaven to mortals.” 

The Egypuans called the 
rainbow Zhumuz; or Wonder. 

Hesiod says, that Iris (the rain- 
bow,) was the great oath of the 
gods; and styles it the daughter 
ol Thaumas; or Wonder. 

Such are the icstimonies, 
which I have been abie to collect 
concerning this singular event 
in the providence of God. Con- 
cerping them I make the follow- 
ing remarks. 

1. They reach back to the re- 
motest antiquity. to which we 
are conducted either by history 
or tradition. 

2. They are found in almost 
every country, in which history, 
or tradition, is found: particular- 
ly, among almost all ancient na- 
tions, of which we have any 
knowledge. 

3. The subjects of them have 
almost, or quite, always been 
held in high, and even in relig- 
ious, veneration; and have in 
very many instances been inti- 
mately connected with religious 
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worship. This fact farnishes us 
with the reason, why they have 
been preserved with so much 
care and accuracy. 

4. They are so numerous, that 
it is impossible for them to have 
been derived from chance. A- 
gainst such a fact the chances 
are millions of millions to one. 
The supposition of casualty in 
such a situation cannot be made 
even with decency. 

5. They exist in countries, 
and nations, so remote, and so 
necessarily destitute of any in- 
tercourse with each other, that 
they could never have been de- 
rived from any common source, 
of a later date than /Voa@Aé and his 
family. From this_ source, 
therefore, they were derived, 
witha probability, approaching 
very near to absolute certainty. 

6. There is no falsehood more 
unlikely to have been invented, 
than the story of the deluge, if 
it is a falsehood. Such a story 
must contradict all the other 
knowledge, and experience, of 
man; and,to make it believed, 
would require the strongest ev- 
idence, of which facts. admit. 
But on this supposition it would 
be necessarily destitute of all 
cvidence; and, therefore, would 
be believed by none. We are 
prone to imagine, that those, 
who lived before us, were more 
credulous, and more easily im- 
posed upon, than ourselves. 
But this opinion is chiefly the 
result of seif-flattery. So far as 
it respects improvements in 
arts, and in science, and the 
truths which they teach, and the 
wonders which they enable us to 
nerform, this opinion is in some 
degree just; but, so far as it res- 
pects facts, it is without,tounda- 
tion. All men have the senses 
of man: and the great body of 
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every nation, in every age, have 
been endued with the averge 
share of common sense. These 
are the sole means of judging 
concerning facts, and the evi- 
dence with which they are at- 
tended. Newton had no other 
means of judging concerning 
these subjects Of these sub- 
jects, therefore, in every age, 
and in every country, men have 
been competent judges. 

The truth is; not credulity, 
but incredulity, is the  pre- 
dominant characteristic of? un- 
civilized man with regard 
to every thing of a religious 
nature. The Israelites, who 
followed Moses from Lgufit into 
the wilderness, were certainly 
very imperfectly civilized. 
Yet they were remarkably dis- 
tinguished for their unbelief, 
The present inhabitants of Vew 
England are more enlightened 
than those of most other coun- 
tries; and, as a body, admit the 
Christian Religion to have been 
unquestionably derived trom 
God. The savages, who preced- 
ed them, scarcely admitted it at 
all. Bacon, Boyle, and Newton, 
were Christians. Not a single 
inhabitant of O¢aheite has been 
induced to embrace Christianity 
by the laborious exertions of 
Missionaries, extended through 
a long period. 

7. We have been able to trace 
this story to those, who are eve- 
ry where asserted to have been 
preserved from the deluge. 
‘The story then, if invented, must 
have been invented by them. But 
how could they make those, to 
whom they told it, believe them, 
unless it was true? The prom- 
inent fact in the tale is, that all 
mankind, except one family, 
were destroyed. But who would 
belieye this declaration, when 
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he saw hundreds and thousands 
of other families around him; 
and among them many individ- 
uals, who were of the same age 
with the oldest member of this 
family, and must therefore have 
shown in their own persons, that 
it was impossible for the tale to 
be true? Who would believe it, 
when he saw the same impossi- 
bility proved by the existence of 
such numbers around him, as 
could not have descended from 
this family? Who in these cir- 
cumstances can be supposed to 
have told, or even invented the 
story? 

8. If we suppose the deluge 
to have taken place; the fact it- 
self, and those which are insep- 
arably connected with it, were 
so extraordinary, so absolutely 
singular, and so deeply interest- 
ing to the human heart, that 
both itself, and its principal ap- 
pendages could not fail of being 
preserved for a long period in 
the memory of succeeding gen- 
erations. Parts of the story 
might be disguised, varied, or 
forgotien, through the inatten- 
tion, the mistakes, or the imbe- 
cility, of the mind. Such has 
been the actual state of the case. 
It has been really remembered 
by the great body of mankind: 
and the impertections, found in 
the accounts of this great event, 
so far as they have reached us, 
are even fewer, than could have 
been rationally expected. 


OBSERVATIONS UPON THE 
PERFECTIONS OF SAINTS. 


IM- 


As perfection and imperfection 
are relative terms, we can form 
correct conceptions of them on- 
ly in reference to that standard, 
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or rule, to which they relate. [In 
this discussion, they will be con- 
sidered only in relation to moral 
subjects, and to the character of 
saints. Of all moral rectitude 
the law of God is the only rule 
or standard. This law expresses 
tiie moral sentiments and affec- 
tions, with their proper effects, 
which intelligent beings should 
possess and exercise, precisely 
corresponding with their exist- 
ence, or capacity, and the rela- 
tion they sustain one to another. 
These sentiments and affections, 
are comprised in the two great 
commandments; Zhou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbor as thy- 
self— These imply the relation 
of the constituent parts or sub- 
jects of the intellectual and mor- 
al system, and the affection which 
one should exercise toward the 
other. If we now contemplate 
the objects of this affection, and 
the intellectual capacity of moral 
agents, and compare the gra- 
clous exercises of saints with 
them, we may form correct con- 
ceptions of the essence and de- 
gree of their imperfection.—As 
a minute consideration would 
protract the subject too long, 
only a summary view of it will 
be given. 

lf we contemplate the infinite 
existence, majesty, and glory oi 
God, will it not recommend it- 
self to every man’s conscience, 
that the most profound and cor- 
dial reverence for Him, which 
rational creatures can exercise, 
is but a reasonable duty? and 
that a sense of his universal and 
holy presence should inspire 
their souls with sacred awe, ex- 
clude every unworthy thought 
and feeling from their hearts, 
and regulate their whole de- 














' 
") 
Th 





i2 “" &© On the Imperfections of Saints. JuNE, 


portment? Should not compla- 
cence in his character. delight 
in his law, and confidence in his 
government, enliven their spir- 
its and fill them with joy un- 
speakable? As they are his crea- 
tures, dependent upon him and 
supported by him; and he has 
a demand upon them for their 
whole service, is it not perfectly 
reasonable and proper, that they 
should seek and serve him with 
all their hearts and souls; that 
it should be as their meat to 
glorify him in their bodies and 
spirits; and that their whole 
lives should be a uniform ex- 
pression of obedience and sub- 
mission to his will, and grati- 
tude and praise for his mercies. 

Now let any saint compare 
his reverence and love of God, 
obedience to his wili, and grati- 
tude for mercies, in his most 
spiritual and elevated frames, 
either with the dictates of rea- 
son and propricty, or with the 
solemn obligation of this sacred 

recept, and will be not be con- 
founded at the comparison, and 
his soul recoil. at the contrast! 
Will he not be conscious ol a 
most criminal deficiency in ev- 
ery instance, «id ot ah aversion 
of heart to Goa, ad i Wacial 
ity to his Willi, dts paticnce under 
corrections, and au rautude for 
mercies, Which wiii Hil Gin with 
contusion and shame. and extort 
from bim the penitent confes- 
sion, Behuid Lam vile!l* 


* Thouch there appears to be a 
manifest ciistinc ion between imper 
fection and pos tive sinfuluess, yetas 
positive sintutness necessarily aitends 
deficiency in holiness eNcCrcises post 
tively sinful are introduced intbhese 


rem rks, more amply LO ClisCLlose the 
discordant feelings « “| conthcts of 
Sainis. 


Ifthe import and réquisition 
of the second great command- 
ment, Zhou shalt love thy neizh- 
bor as thyself, be considered, 
will not the saint be as deficient 
in his duty towards his neigh- 
bor, as towards his God? Most 
obviously, this sacred precept 
requires the uniform and unin- 
terrupted exercise of that be- 
nevolent affection which ex- 
presses itself in acts of benefi- 
cence, lenity, kindness, sympa- 
thy, and forgiveness, to the en- 
tire exciusion of all selfish pri- 
vate motives, injustice and ex- 
tortion, envy, malice, and resent- 
ment? Ifa saint compares his 
heart and habitual practice with 
this precept, will he not be sen- 
sible ot a very great and crimin- 
al deficiency in his conformity 
to it? and of the emotions of that 
selfishness, deceit, and unright- 
cousness, of that malice and re- 
sentment, which render him in- 
finitely criminal in the view of 
the divine law, and odious in the 
sight of God and men. 

Will the saint be less defect- 
tve and guilty if his gracious ex- 
crcises be compared with that 
exposition of the two great com- 
mandments which God has giv- 
cn in the moral law? Thou shait 
have no other God before, or be- 
sule, me. But how many objects 
rival the biessed Jehovah in the 
Christian’s heart, and alienate 
and diminish the fervor of his af- 
fection to the Lord his Maker? 
How deficient has he ever been 
in his respect forthe holy name, 
attributes, and character of God? 
How imperfectly has he sanc- 
tihed the Sabbath, attended the 
Instituuons and performed tie 
duucs of tbat holy day, in public 
and in secret? In a single in- 
stance has ht no occasion to com- 
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plain of mental vanity, of the for- 
mality and insincerity of his de- 
votion? According to his capac- 
ity and circumstances, has he 
worshipped his God and Savior 
with the purity and ardor of a 
glorified saint?) This perfection 
is required of him by the pre- 
cept; but rather than this, alas, 
alias, do not stupidity and hypoc- 
risy, his criminal deficiences 
in holy duties, compass him a- 
bout, and humble his soul with- 
in him? 

How has the saint respected 
the duties of the second table? 
At any time, has his heart been 
perfectly free from disrespect 
for the constituted authorities! 
from all malice, impurity, slan- 
der, and avarice? Has he render- 
ed honor to whom honor was 
due to the extent of the precept, 
and, in his connexions and trans- 
actions with. his fellow men, been 
directed by motives perfectly in- 
nocent and disinterested, pure 
and equitable, exciting him to not 
seck his own, but the things also 
of others; and to owe no man any 
thing but love? or, rather, is he 
not conscious that contracted, 
sordid motives intwine them- 
selves with all his views in his 
pursuits, render him infinitely 
vile, and constrain him to ex- 
claim, Woeis me! yor I am un- 
done, for Lama man of unclean 
lips? 

Will the saint be more pure 
in his own eyes, if he compares 
his gracious exercises with the 
genius of the Gospel, and the re- 
ligion and example of bis blessed 
Lord and Master? Hashe ever 
had the 
which his mind is capable, with 
regard to his depravity, iImpo- 
tence, and wretchedness which 
ed, and implied in 


are presuppes 


most extensive view of 





On the Imperfections of Saints. ig 


the Gospel? And have his re- 
pentance, godly sorrow, and as 
basement, been proportioned to 
the exceeding sinfulness of his 
sin, his accumulated guilt, and 
awful danger? Have they not, 
rather, been so defective and dis- 
proportioned to the guilt of his 
character and the misery of his 
condition, that he has abundant 
reason to repent even of his re- 
pentance itself? Has a convic- 
tion of his inexcusableness com- 
pelied him to desist from extenu- 
ating his wickedness, or is not 
his heart incessantly apologizing 
for his omissions and transgres- 
sions, and diminishing his guilt? 
Has a sense of his total deprava- 
tion and spiritual impotence 
compelled him to abandon all de- 
pendence upon his own good- 
ness, and confide alone in un- 
merited sovereign grace, or is 
not his heart continually flatter- 
ing him in his own eyes, persua- 
ding him to establish his own 
righteousness, and not submit to 
the righteousness of God? 
Have the apprehensions of the 
saint corresponded with the infin- 
ite perfection,dignity, and glory of 
Christ Jesus, and the wisdom, ful- 
ness, and safety of the way of sal- 
vation! Withall joy has he Jaid 
hold on the blessed hope of the 
Gospel, rejoicing in an opportu- 
nity to sell all for Christ, to em- 
brace him as the chiefest among 
ten thousand, to take up his 
cross and follow him through tri- 
uls, tears, and temptations, to e- 
ternal felicity and resi? Do ar- 
dent desires to promote his bles- 
sedcause, stimulate the Chris- 
tian to incessant and persevering 
exertions! Does a hopeful pros- 
pect of seeing Christ as he is,and 
being made hke him, residing in 


his presence, and singing his 
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praise, animate and refresh the 
Christian’s soul, and constrain 
him to pray, Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come quickly? Oris he not con- 
scious of a most criminal insen- 
sibility to the infinite excellence 
and importance of this divine and 
glorious Savior? of treating his 
gracious proposals with in- 
dignity and neglect, and of being 
ashamed of him and his cause, 
giving him infinite reason to 
complain, Why callest thou me 
Lord, Lord, and doest not the 
things which I say? and to re- 
proach him, as Delilah reproach- 
ed Sampson, /fow canst thou sayy 
Tlove thee, when thine heart is 
not with me? And does not a 
consciousness in his most spirit- 
ual and fervent seasons, of a most 
criminal and inexcusable defi- 
ciency in his gratitude, for the 
agonizing, dying love of Jesus, 
fill his soul with pain and hor- 
ror? 

Ifthe example of Christ be 
the standard with which the 
saint compares his gracious af- 
fections, and habitual practice, 
will his holiness appear more 
perfect, or his deficiency less 
criminal. Has he exercised ac- 
tive, diffusive, and sympathetic 
benevolence? Has he gone about 
doing good, relieving the dis- 
tressed, and weeping with those 
whoweep? Like Christ, has he 
been holy, harmless and undefil- 
ed—when he has been reviled 
and suffered, has he abstained 
from reviling and threatening? 
Has he been a benefactor tu 
those who hated him, biessed 
those whocursed him, and pray- 
ed for those who despitefully 
used and persecuted him? Or 
has he not been criminally deftc- 
tive in his conformity to the pure 
and perfect example of Christ, 


rather saving to the indigent and 
distressed, Be warmed and filled, 
than giving those things which 
were needful for the body? How 
contracted and avaricious in his 
views and prospects? Under in- 
jury and abuse, how impatient, 
irritable, passionate, and vindic- 
tive, giving Christ great reason 
to be ashamed of him, and hav- 
great reason to be ashamed of 
himself? 

If the spiritual exercises and 
gracious practice of a saint be 
compared with the holy precepts, 
the pure and undefiled religion 
of the Gospel, will the compar- 
ison be more acceptable and 
pleasing? Has he put off the old 
man with his corrupt and deceit- 
ful lusts? Have all his old things 
passed away? Has he purged out 
the old leaven of malice and 
wickedness, and laid aside all 
guile and hypocrisies, and envies 
and evil speakings, all bitterness 
wrath and strife, and become a 
new man, an Israelite indeed, 
blameless and harmless, a Son of 
God without rebuke, directed 
and governed by the wisdom 
which is from above, which is 
pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to 
be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits without partiality 
and without hypocrisy? Has 
he reduced all his appetites 
and passions tothe pure and per- 
fect regimen of the Gospel? 
Does he keep his heart with all 
diligence, suppressing irregular 
desires, and bringing , every 
thought into captivity to the obe- 
dience of Christ? Are his views 
sublime and his affections set on 
things above? Is his conversation 
in heaven and he looking up in 
a confident persuasion that his 
redemption draws nigh, and ina 
joyful expectation, that he shal! 


JuNE, 


CS RT 





ca 9% mn 06tTrhlOt ~ ro 





SON Ue tek. oak waa, Ses 


Ih ail us eo NN pa tRS 





813. 


soon put off this tabernacle and 
be clothed upon with an house 
from heaven, and with a mien 
and aspect suited for a Son of 
God, and an heir of eternal glo- 
ryf Or rather, in all these vari- 
ous views and respects, is he not 


conscious of most criminal and: 


mortifying deficiences? Does 
he not feel that ignoble views, 
and sordid motives, occupy his 
mind and actuate his conduci— 
that notwithstanding all hopes, 
professions, resolutions, prayers 
tears and conflicts, his old lusts 
and corruptions still retain a 
place in his heart; are vigorous, 
active and insinuating, avail 
themselves of every opportunity, 
by renewed efforts, to assail him 
and bring him into captisity to 
the law of sin and death? and un- 
der the pressure of them does he 
not groan being burdened, ex- 
claiming pathetically with the a- 
postle, QO wretched man that I 
am! Does nota consciousness of 
most criminal and inexcusable 

defects in his relly ious views, al- 
fections and practice, compel 
him habitually to adopt, and ap- 
ply to himself the lamentation of 
the prophet, J/y deanness my 
leanness!—I\f, as so many apart- 
ments, he penetrates and in- 
spects the various faculties of his 


soul, wiil not a consciousness of 


a most culpable deficiency in his 

ritual knowkdge and gra- 
cious exercises, blindness in his 
understanding, perversity of 
will, and corruption of affec- 
tions, constrain him to write, 
Lurd have mercy ufion me! on 
every door! 


Wit cogent reason have 


Saliits tor deep humiliation and 
abasement of soul before God! 
for renewed appiication to the 
blood of Jesus tor pardon and 
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spiritual purification? and to 
pray without ceasing for illu- 
ninating, sanctifying and quick- 
ening grace? 

ifthe holy exercises and du- 
ties of saints be so criminally de- 
fective, what opinion shall we 
form of the selfish, formal, hypo- 
critical repentances, prayers and 
tears of unsanctified natural men? 
Does not God say of them, 
Lhey ate an offenceto me Iam 
weary to bear them. The sacrifi- 
ces of the wicked are an abomina- 
tion unto the Lord, bat the prayer 
of the upirightis his delight. 


~ K. 
PLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
No. VI: 
MatTruew V, 21—48. 


Various Readings. 


Verse 27. Om. By them of old 
time. The verse will then read 
thus: Ye have heard that it was 
said, (or has been said) thou 
shalt not commit adultery. 

V. 28- Griesbach changes the 
case of the first pronoun which is 
translated Aer, the common read- 
ing being nearly equal to the 
one proposed. This variation 
cannot affect the sense. 

V. 44. p. 0. bless them that 
curse you; do good to them that 
hate you; and]. p. which despite- 
Sully useyouand. The reader 
will bear in mind, that according 
to the scheme of abbreviations 
stated in my first number, (Pan. 
for Jan. last, p. 354,) the former 
of the above clauses is designae 
ted by Griesbach as probably to 
be omitted, and the latter as to 
be omitted likewise, though less 
probably. If these variations are 








a 





emitted, the verse will read as 
follows: But Jsay unto you, Love 
your enemtes,and firay for them 
who fiersecute you. 

V. 47. for |. s. the pudblicans 
read the heathens, or the gentiles. 
The common reading can be de- 
fended by some arguments of 
the less specious character. 

V.48. your heavenly Father. 
nec. your father which is in heav- 
en. The authority for the first of 
these ciuuses is nearly or quite 
equal to that of the common 
reading, as Griesbach supposes, 
though he chooses to retain the 
jatter. 

The only various readings a- 
mong the foregoing, which can 
be supposed to affict the sense, 
are those lu the a 44, and 47th 
verses. The clause omitted in 
the first of these verses, is doubt- 
less understood, it having been 
used ib a sirallar connexion, 
y. 2l. 

‘The omissions in verse 44th 
ha’ the effect of making the 
passage less full and particular, 
though they Co not diminish the 
extent of the command. The 
precise words here omitted are 
retained in Luke vi, 27, 28. 
Griesbaci doubtless supposed 
them to have been inserted in 
Matthew trom Luke. It is plain, 
that the omission, or retention, 
of these words 1n Matthew, can 
have no effect on any religious 
doctrine or duty. 

The alteration in verse 47th 
can be justly estimated by every 
person, and needs no comment. 


Propfiosed emendations of our Ver- 
Sion. 


Ver. 21. Ye have heard thatit 
was suid to them ofold time, (or 
to the ancients,) is, beyond all 
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reasonable question, the true 
translation. 

In this and the succeeding 
verse, instead of the words in 
danger of, Dr. Campbell has pre- 
ferred obnoxious to; and very 
properly. ‘The original word 
conveys the idea of a just expos- 
ure to the evils threatened, and 
not of danger only. 

V.29 If thy right eye offend 
thee &c. Vhe probability is, that 
this verse and the next are pret- 
ty correctly understood, though 
the word offend i is far from being 
a good translation. Campbell 
gives this reading: If thy right 
eye insnare thee, &c. But the 
French translation is better, 
which is equivalent to what fol- 
lows: If thy right eve catiseth 
thee to fall into sin &c. The 
words 77/0 sin are so printed as 
to signify, that, though necessa- 
lily understood, they have noth- 
ing which answers to them in 
the original. 

V. 32. The word rendered 
Jornicaiion here means incontin- 
ence, oY unchasti‘y, generally. 

V. 39. Instead of resist not e- 
vil, the meaning probably is, re- 
sist not the evil man. 


Doctrines. 


We are taught in this inter 
esting passage of Scripture; that 
every indulgence of unlawful an- 
ger, and every insulting con- 
temptuous word, are violations 
of the sixth commandment, and 
justly expose him, who is guil- 
ty, to present and future punish- 
ment, v. 21, 22; that in order to 
offer acceptable worship to God, 
the worshipper must be just, 
kind and placable towards men; 
v. 23, 24; that he must, there- 
fore, seek to be reconciled to 
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any man who has a complaint 
against him, especially before 
engaging in the public solemn 
worship of God; that it is the du- 
ty of every man to embrace the 
first opportunity of coming to 
an agreement with any adverse 
party, who basa just claim upon 
him; otherwise rigid justice may 
be speedily exacted from him; v, 
25,26; that whoever looks up- 
on a woman so as to cherish im- 
pure desire is guilty of breaking 
the seventh commandment; vy. 
27, 28; that every temporal pos- 
session, however precious or ne- 
cessary, is to be sacrificed, if it 
proves an occasion of sin; v. 29, 
30; that the greatest temporal 
loss is of trifling moment com- 
pared with the sufferings of the 
damned; that no diverce is to be 
permitted, unless on account of 
the unchastity of the guilty par- 
ty; v.51, $2; that a pretended di- 
yorce, for other causes, is but the 
occasion of adultery; that not on- 
ty perjury, but all useless swear- 
ing, isa breach of the divine law; 
vy. 33—-36; thata simple affirma- 
tion or negation, is the only law- 
ful mode of conversation; v. 37; 
that, instead of indulging in re- 
taliation and revenge, it is our 
duty not to resist even the unjust, 
to yield to unreasonable de- 
mands, and to be kind to those 
who reauest favors of us; y. 38— 
42; that the law of God requires 
isto love all men, even our 
worst enemies, to bless them 
who curse us, and pray 
for them who persecute us, 
y. 43, 44; that the possession 
of these dispositions will cause 
us to resemble the Divine be- 
nignity, and make us the chil- 
dren of God; y. 45; that loving 
our friends, or being kind to our 
brethren, is no more than men in 
Vor. IX. 
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reneral,even of the worst classes, 
are able to do from selfish mo- 
tives; v. 46, 47; and that itis the 
duty of men to be perfect,even as 
God is perfect; v.48. Many im- 
plied doctrines might be enume- 
rated; one deserves particular 
notice. Itis this: that men would 
do wisely, now while salvation 
is offered to them, to become 
reconciled to God; for the time 
will speedily come when all, who 
neglect todo so, will be dealt 
with according to the rigid de- 
mands of justice; and will, of 
course be consigned to the pris- 
on of endless torment and utter 
despair; v. 25, 26. 


Miscellaneous Remarks: 


The morality contained in our 
Savior’s exposition of the second 
table of the law, is pure, strik- 
ing, and sublime, in the highest 
degree; so sublime, so transcen- 
dently glorious, as to discourage 
all attempts to make general 
comments. Let every reader 
ponder, admire and adore. 

There is more meaning in the 
23d and 24th verses, than usu- 
ally appears to be derived 
thence. Every man is command- 
ed to examine himself, every 
tzme he apfiftroaches the prublic 
worship of God, whether any one 
of his fellow men has a com- 
plaint against him; and if that 
should be the case, he is bound 
to do every thing in his power 
to bring about a reconciliation. 
We are thus taught how inscp- 
arable are the two great com- 
mandments. No worship is ac- 
ceptable to God unless it pro- 
ceeds from a heart filied with 
benevolence to men; and no real 
benevolence to men exists in a 
heart destitute of loye to God. 


° 
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How offensive to God must be a 
great part of the worship with 
which he is externally honored! 
How many of his pretended wor- 
shippers are full of envious, and 
uncharitable thoughts towards 
their fellow men! How many are 
guilty of avarice, extortion, and 
pride! How few are meek, for- 
giving, kind, placable, benevo- 
lent, easy to be intreated, mer- 
ciful, compassionate, and ready 
to submit without murmuring to 
unjust treatment! While we con- 
template the purity of God’s law, 
let uslearn the native vileness 
and impurity of our own hearts, 
and pray without ceasing that 
they may be cleansed, and made 
fit temples for the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit. 
PHILALETHES. 


THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF 
MRS. E. H-. EXTRACTED FROM 
HER DIARY. 


(Continued from p. 561, of last volume.) 


“Fes. 1720. Godis pleased this 
day to invite me to his table, and 
offers to make over and seal to 
me all the blessings of the new 
covenunt; in order to which it is 
needful that I do indeed enter 
into covenant with God. How 
ereat and how awful a thing is 
this! And, without Divine as- 
sistance, how hard and difficult! 
I would therefore come unto 
God for grace to help in this 
time of need; and beg that he 
would make me sincere in en- 
tering into, and faithful in keep- 
ing, his covenant. 

“I this day heard of the death 
of his Honor, the Deputy Gov- 
ernor. May such instances of 
mortality stir me up to be more 
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diligent in improving my time 
for God and his people, while I 
am in the world; and especially 
so to walk here that an abundant 
entrance may be administered to 
me into the inheritance of the 
saints in light. May I consider 
myself as not made for the em- 
ployments and enjoyments of 
this life; but as a candidate for 
heaven. At the great trial, if it 
shall appear that I have improv- 
ed my two talents so as to have 
gained therewith two more, I 
shall be accounted worthy to en- 
ter into the joy of my Lord; if 
otherwise I wrap them up ina 
napkin, that heavy doom, Depart, 
thou cursed, will be passed upon 
me. Seezng, then, these things 
are 80, what manner of a frerson 
ought Ito bein all holy conver- 
sation and godliness. How full 
of piety and devotion towards 
God! How full of good works 
towards men! Will God be 
pleased to bless me and make 
me a biessing, and an instrument 
of much good in my day and 
generation. Grant that my light 
may sO shine before men, that 
they may see my good works, 
and glorify my Father who is in 
heaven. : 

“May 29, 1720. God was 
pleased this day to grant me 
some assistance in hearing his 
word; so that I sat under it with 
fixedness and delight, especially 
inthe afternoon under the use 
of examination. 

“Lord’s day, June 5. A ser- 
mon on the sovercignty of the 
grace of God was made precious 
to me. 


“June 11. God was pleased 


to meet me in secret prayer, and © 
considerably to enlarge my 
heart; especially in desires of 
grace for my own soul, and 
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thanksgivings for it bestowed 
upon others. 

“March 3, 1723. I was very 
much exercised about a certain 
temporal afflictions, that I resolv- 
ed to seek earnestly to God for 
relief; but in the beginning of 
my prayer, 1 was so enlightened 
as to see the worth of spiritual 
blessings, and was earnestly car- 
ricd out in my desires after 
them. I found myself wholly re- 
signed as to my present troubles, 
or any outward circumstances. 

“19. It pleased God by an 
awful stroke of his hand to re- 
move by a sudden death, even 
by drowning, the Rev. Mr. Sam- 
uel Pierpont. He was a hopeful 
young man, one of the precious 
sous of Zion. ‘This providence 
Calis aloud to those of his age 
and order to keep eternity con- 
tinually in view, and to regard 
this world as a transitory thing, 
where they have no abiding city. 

“Will the Lord grant, that 
while 1 live here my conversa- 
tion may be in heaven, whence 
I look tor the Savior, and where 
I hope to be received through 
God’s grace, when I depart this 
lite. May I, therefore, live like 
a citizen of the New Jerusalem, 
as an heir to eternal glory, asa 
chiid of the Most High. And 
can I without the most daring 
presumption hope tor these 
things! I, who ama vile sinful 
creature, a rebel, more odious 
by reason of sin than the most 
loathsome of the inferior crea- 
tures’ Yea, through the Lord 
Jesus Christ I] may, I must, it is 
my duty as well as my honor, to 
hope for such things. Though 
these things are infinitely great, 
yet they are not too great for 
God’s mercy and goodness to 
bestow. God has brought me 
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out of the miry clay, and out of 
the horrible pit; he has set my 
feet on a rock, and stablished my 
goings. O how great is his 
goodness, and his mercies to- 
wards me are innumerable. Sici 
not He who has given his Son to 
die for us also with him freely 
give us all things? 

“29. A-sermon of Dr. Man- 
ton’s upon these words of the 
109th Psalm, Zhou art my pfor- 
tion O Lord, was made very pre- 
cious to me; and 1 was helped 
to more composedness in the 
duties of the day, than at some 
other times; and was made to 
lament my living so uselessly, 
and resolved for the future to 
endeavor to live more to God’s 
glory; and the good of my fellow 
creatures. 

“May 3. Upon some discourse 
that arose at table, 1 was led into 
the consideration of the difficulty 
and hazard of some duties; and 
that perhaps they might cost me 
my life. I felta secret joy at los- 
ing my life in the service of God, 
My heart Jeaped within me at 
the consideration of my being 
ever with the Lord, and with the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 

“May 5. I am now cone to 
the beginning of one of the days 
of the Son of man. Will the 
Lord be pleased to make jt a 
good day to my soul, to fit me 
for the duties and privileges of 
it, to remove bodily infirmities 
that might be a hindrance to me 
in the Divine service, and to 
furnish me with the gilts and 
eraces of his Holy Spirit, and so 
influence me that glory may re- 
dound to his great name, and 
much good to my own soul. 

“13. This evening I had con- 
siderable enlargement in secret 
prayer. Blessed be God, that 
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he has not left me without some 
token for good, and that when 
my soul cleaves to the dust he 
quickens me according to his 
word. O that the infinitely glo- 
rious God, who has thousands of 
angels to stand ,before him and 
ten thousand times ten thousand 
to minister unto him, should 
take any notice of a worm, a vile 
sinful unworthy creature, that 
has thousands of times offended 
him, and resisted and grieved 
his Spirit! 

“July 20. I was moved to 
spread a certain weighty person- 
al concern before the Lord, and 
to look to his power and good- 
ness for help; but in time of 
duty, 1 found myself more espec- 
lally carried out in earnest de- 
sires after God’s presence and 
grace, the manifestations of his 
glory and the influences of his 
Spirit; also an earnest desire af- 
ter holiness that would not be 
denied; a hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, which put me 
upon pleading with God for the 
blessing. After this I had more 
of God’s presence than usual; 
so that for a considerable t' 
my Situation was rendered plea.- 
ant. 

“Jan. 4, 1724. I set this day 
apart for fasting and prayer, as 
much as my health would per- 
mit. I have been enabled to la- 
ment before God my short-com- 
ings in duty toward Him and 
toward man. I have not walked 
before God with that awe of his 
majesty nor sense of his holi- 
ness, which my duty required. 
Nor have I attended upon his 
worship with that fear and rey- 
erence which became me; but 
with much coldness and formal- 
ity, and many vain thoughts. I 
haye not exercised faith upon 
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God’s word, either promises or 
threatenings, as I ought to have 
done. With respect to men, I 
have fallen short of the great 
command. In all these things 
I have failed, and come short of 
the glory of Ged. My petition 
in general is, that God would 
take me near to himself, and 
grant me much of his presence; 
that he would enlarge my de- 
sires and assist my endeavors 
toward perfection; that he would 
be pleased to show me more of 
the beauty of holiness, and of 
the reasonableness and dignity 
of religion; that he would be 
pleased to show me my vileness 
by reason of sin, and help me 
sincerely to repent of it, and to 
look to the great propitiation 
for pardon. 

“16. I*solemnly, and I hope 
sincerely, gave myself up to God, 
and received comfort therefrom. 

“July 3, 1724; Lord’s Day. | 
was inadead unaffected frame 
ull the afternoon, when I heard 
a sermon from James i, 12. 
Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation; for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath piromised to 
them that love him. ‘The pas- 
sage was made comfortable and 
quickening to me; I also found 
after I came home a more than 
usual pleasure and satisfaction 
in private and secret dutics. 

“Auge. 22. his day died 
Mrs. Abbot, one of my acquaint- 
unce nearly of my aye, a truly 
virtuous woman; a womun ol a 
pleasant temper and exemplary 
conversation; one that lived 
much above the world. Will 
the Lord be pleased to sanctify 
this call of his providence to me, 
and awaken me thereby to a 
ereater sense of spiritual things, 
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and greater diligence. That 
face which used to shine in 
God’s house with spiritual joy 
is now covered with the dark 
shadow of death. That tongue, 
in which used to be the law of 
kindness, is now ready to be the 
prey of worms. May my medi- 
tations follow my departed friend 
to the other world, and see what 
her employments are there. 
May we not suppose that she, 
who spake so passionately of the 
joys of holiness and the excel- 
ience of Christ, is now the sub- 
ject of joy and pleasures which 
will last forever. May this event 
teach me the great worth of 
souls, and the importance of my 
spiritual concerns. May I from 
this time forward make it more 
than ever my business to pre- 
pare for eternity, and learn the 
vanity of even the best earthly 
enjoyments. 

“Sept. 21. I have been these 
three weeks under the afflicting 
hand of God by reason of sick- 
ness; and have thereby been 
kept from public ordinances; 
and a considerable part of the 
time have not been able to at- 
tend upon private and sccret 
duties, being much deprived of 
the use of my reason bya strong 
fever. Iwas then made sensi- 
bie of the worth of my common 
mercies, and my entire depen- 
dence upon God for every thing. 
J then found the great need of 
iis presence, and resolved by 
his grace, if I recovered, to make 
it my business to get near to 
Him, that my life might bea 
continual preparedness for death; 
that my conversation might be 
in heaven, while I remain on 
earth; that so, whenever it should 
please God to take me hence I 
might be received to those man- 
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sions prepared for them who 
love Him. | 

“30. It has pleased God to 
take away by a sudden death, the 
Hon. Gurdon Saltonstali, Esq. 
our late Governor, a geitieman 
of singular accomplishme::is, and 
who might have continued many 
vears to be the crowa and honor 
of this people, had God spared 
him to the ordinary life of man. 

“Jan 31,1725. It hath pleas- 
ed God often to assist me in 
prayer, especially of late, and to 
erant me many answers, which 
have strengthened my faith, and 
encouraged me _ to continue 
therein. I have been in a par- 
ticular manner encouraged this 
day to commit an important con- 
cern into the hands of God, with 
a stronger faith that he would 
undertake for me than eyer 1 
had before.” 

(To be continued.) 


For the Panoplist. 


ON SINGING PRAISES TO GOD. 


Noemployment is more be- 

ag a rational and inte}ligent 
begiz, than the expression of 
praise and gratitude to the ever- 
blessed Author of ail good: nor 
is any method of expressing 
such praise and gratitude so ad- 
mirably adapted to its end, as 
that of singing. We are infor- 
med in the Scriptures, that a 
great part of the employment of 
angels and glorified spirits in 
heaven consists in singing praise 
to God; and all the celestial 
hosts are represented as uniting 
in songs of inconceivable sub- 
limity, and calculated to fill ev- 
cry holy heart with ecstasy. 
Praise is to be among the pleas- 
ures which are to be found a 
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God’s right hand, and which are 
to exist for ever. Praise is, also, 
one of the appointed means of 
improvement in holiness, of 
Christian edification, of enccur- 
agement and triumph, while we 
remain on earth. 

The attention of readers is re- 
quested to the few following ob- 
servations, addressed, in the first 
place, to those who hope they 
are the children of God, ani, 
secondly, to others who do not 
dare to profess, that they have 
experienced that great change, 
which is necessary to fit them 
for heaven. 

First; Let all who have scrip- 
tural grounds for believing 
themselves created anew, and 
made heirs of eternal glory, ex- 
amine into the state of their af- 
fections, while singing praises 
to God in his sanctuary, in the so- 
cial circle, and in the family. Do 
their hearts rise in unison with 
the lofty and touching strains 
which flow from their lips? 
While lamenting their sins, con- 
fessing their weakness, and in- 
treating the Divine aid, in the 
words of the holy Psalmist, do 
they feel what their declarations 
import? They utter sentiments 
which would fill a seraph’s 
breast with rapture; are their 
own hearts cold and unaffected? 
While exalting the Author and 
Finisher of their faith, do they 
feel the infinite obiigations un- 
der which they are Jaid to serve, 
obey and glorify him? Alas, how 
often have they occasion to re- 
proach themselves with the Jan- 
guor of their feelings, the stu- 
pidity and coldness of their 
hearts, the vacuity of their minds, 
all so unsuitable to their profes- 
sions and employment, that it 
would seem incredible that ra- 
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tional beings should act so in- 
consistent a part, were there not 
thousands of witnesses to the 
fact- O that Christians would 
awake to the noble and elevated 
thoughts which their songs con- 
tain; that, when they praise God 
for his promises, they would 
feel,how strong the duty is upon 
them to co-operate in accom- 
plishing his merciful purposes 
to mankind. How incongruous, 
how wretchedly absurd, does it 
appear, to praise God for the in- 
estimable blessings of redemp- 
tion, in a cold, lifeless, heartless 
manner? Worse than absurd, 
how sinful, how inexcusable, is 
such a state of feeling! When 
will the children of light put on 
the garments of joy and praise? 

Secondiy; Let those who en- 
tertain no hope that they are 
born again, and that they are 
prepared for the enjoyments of 
heaven, consider well what they 
are doing, when professedly 
singing the praises of God. It 
is not an indifferent ceremony 
which they are performing, but 
an act which must be accounted 
an expression of sincere wor- 
ship, or a most provoking disre- 
gard of ihe Divine Majesty, and 
a hypocritical pretence of serv- 
ing him, while he is thus disre- 
garded. While the lips are me- 
lodiously uttering such words as 
these; 

“With humble love address his 

throne: 

For if he frown ye die: 
Those are secure, and those alone, 

Who on his grace rely,” 


are the persons who utter them 
the subjects of that ‘humble 
love’ to God which they are ex- 
tolling? Do they fear that 


‘frown,’ which they are depreca- 
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ting? Do they consider the im- 
port of that death, which is 
threatened? Do they set a prop- 
er value upon that security, 
which they admit tobe deriv- 
ed only from Christ? Do they 
‘rely on that grace,’ which is in- 
dispensable to their salvation? 
Are not too many of them proud, 
fearless of God, insensible of 
their exposedness to eternal 
death, trifling away the means 
of grace and the day of salvation, 
possessing no love for Christ, 
nor even a desire of his favor? 
Again; how many sing the 
following words without any cor- 
respondent emotions! 


‘What sinners value, I resign; 

Lord, ’tis enough that thou art mine; 

I shall behold thy blissful face, 

And stand complete in righteous. 
ness.” 


Here the person speaking 
professes to be distinguished 
trom impenitent sinners, and to 
‘resign the things which they 
chiefly value.” —s Is he actually 
thus distinguished, and does he 
actually thus resign the wealth, 
honors, and pleasures of the 
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world? Does he aspire after the 
beatific vision? Does he earnest- 
ly long for high attainments in 
righteousness, and to stand at 
last ‘complete in the righteous- 
ness of Christ?’ If none of these 
questions can be answered in 
the affirmative, is he not con- 
demned out of his own mouth, 
when he sings, 


**But God abhors the sacrifice, 
Where not the heart is found?” 


After the sentence of final 
condemnation shall have been 
passed, what multitudes will la- 
ment, in the world of misery, 
the thoughtles, unmeaning, hy- 
pocritical manner, in which they 
professed to praise God. Each 
one may well exclaim, “Had I 
ina single instance, exercised 
that faith, hope, and love, which 
my words implied, I should now 
be engaged in the employments 
of that heaven, which I: pre- 
sumptuously dared to anticipate 
while on earth. Had I cor- 
dially uttered a single Hallelu- 
jah, celestial songs would now 
be my endicss theme.” 


A. B. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE CAUSES OF INTEMPER- 
ANCE. 


No. LV. 


Att the sickness, and waste, and 
poverty, and woe, that ardent 
spirits produce, may be traced 
toone general cause; viz. the 
deep and desperate depravity of 
the human heart. If the heart 


were right, every thing else 
would be right. If men were 


holy, as Adam was in his primi- 
tive state, they would abhor ev- 
ery species, and every degree, 
otexcess. Every good and per- 


fect gift would be thankfully re- 
ceived, and temperately enjoycd. 
Not a fever would be kindled by 
strong drink. Not a pang would 
be excited, not a mind would be 
clouded, enervated, or distract- 
ed by its abuse. 


Nota husband, 
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wife, son, brother, or friend, 
would yield to its power. Not 
a trophy would it obtain on earth. 
Not a soul would it plunge into 
hell. 

It is because men are dread- 
fully depraved, that they will 
drink to excess. It is owing to 
the powerful ascendency, usurp- 
ed by their appetites, that so ma- 
ny voluntarily resign themselves 
up to the cruel dominion of ar- 
dent spirits, in spite of all the 
warnings and instructions of 
Scripture, the stings of con- 
science, the strugglings of natur- 
al affection, the tears and agonies 
and remonstranees of friends, the 
Joss of health,the swift approach- 
es of poverty, the presages of 
death, and the terror of future re- 
iribution. But to be more par- 
ticular: 


1. Many parents their ex- 

i Ty} y} ¢ « 1G Ih Y TiOre by their 
crlect, contribute larcely to ex- 
i perpe*uate the evils of 


intemperance. Those of the first 
class drink to excess themselves. 
They must have their morning 
bitters, and their eleven o’ciock 
dram, and their afternoon sling, 
and as much more liquor, as will 
make them merry, or, cross, or 
foolish, or completely drunk. 
The children stand by and Jook 
on. At first they sip and Joathe 
the poison presented to their 
lips by a parent’s hand. But as 
the glass moves daily and brisk- 
ly round the family circle, they 
sradually learn to follow the 
example that is set them. How 
many parents, (it harrows my 
soul to think of it,) but how ma- 
ny thousand parents, thus ini- 
tiate their own offspring into all 
the abominations of drinking. 
And how many children are in 
this way ruined for time and e- 


ternity: “I have once,” says Dr. 
Rush, “known drunkenness de- 
scend from a father to four, out 
of five, of his children.” Now 
whocan conceive of a more hor- 
rible picture, than a school of 
intemperance kept by a parent 
in hisown house? Who would 
not shudder to see a father lead- 
ing his children into a den of 
serpents, or into a hospital green 
with the plague; or inviting them 
to follow him over a precipice; 
offering them ratsbane: or 
persuading them to drink melt- 
ed ore, at the mouth of a fur- 
nace? Such cold biocded barbar- 
ity would be: regarded with uni- 
versal abhorrence, and consign 
the name of its author to ever- 
lasting infamy. What then 
shall we say of a parent, who 
lends the whole force of his ex- 
ample to make his children sots, 
beggars, and maniacs; a luathe- 
some burden upon society here, 
and vessels of wrath fitted for 
destruction hereafter? 

But this, though the worst, is 
not the only way, in which par- 
ents may incur the guilt of 
extending the mischiefs of in- 
temperance. They may do it 
indirectly, that is, by their neg- 
lect of family religion and fami- 
ly government. I cannot possi- 
bly doubt, that if due pains were 
taken to impress on the minds o: 
children, at a very early period, 
an abhorrence of drunkards and 
of hard drinking, in all its forms, 
many might in this way be sav- 
ed from shame and perdition. 
If, after the example of the pious 
fathers and mothers of New 
England, parents would univer- 
sally and diligently instruct 
their children, in respect to the 
great principles and duties of 
religion; if they would urge up- 
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en them the immense impor- 
tance of governing all their pas- 
sions and appetites; ifthey would 
daily pray with and for them; in 
one word, if they would do ev ery 
thing in their power, to bring 
them uft in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, multitudes, 
who, for want of such discipline 
and instruction, are overcome 
and ruined by temptation, would 
make very useful, and respecta- 
5le members of society. 

But alas! how many children 
make themselves vile, and their 
filarents restrain them net. How 
many fathers and mothers, in 
this Christian land, leave their 
sons and daughters to grow up 
almost as ignorant of God and 
cluty, as if they were total stran- 
gers to the Bible. How many 
young men, while under the pa- 
cernal roof, and during that crit- 
ical period when the vigilance 
of parents should be doubled, 
are permitted to associate with 
the dissolute and unprincipled; 
to loiter about taverns, and drain- 
shops, and to contract habits of 
idieness and tippling, which are 
the sure presages of approach- 
ing ruin. Fhese things are a 
damentation, and shall 6e for a 
lamentation. 

2. People often learn to drink, 
first moderately, and then to ex- 
cess, by using spirits as a medi- 
cine. “Perseus out of health,”’says 
Dr. Rush, “espe clally those who 
ire afflicted with diseases of the 
stomach and bowecis, are very 
api to seek relief from 
spirits. Let such people be 
cautious, how they make use of 
this dangerous remedy. Ihave 


, 
arent 
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known many men and women of 

excellent characters and princi- 

ples, who have been betrayed, 

»y occasional doses of gin and 
Vou. IX. 
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brandy, into a love of those li- 
quors, and have afterwards fallen 
sacrifices to their fatal effects.” 
3. Domestic trials, hypochone 
driacal affections, disappoint- 
ment of wishes, frustrations of 
plans, loss of property, and the 
like, produce despondency in 
ihe minds of many. And _ in- 
stead of seeking for relief in the 
consolations of religion, where 
alone permanent relief can be 
found, not a few of them madly 
attempt to drown their sorrows 
in the wide and troubled sca of 
intoxication. But how many 
thousand times worse is the rem- 
edy than the disease! It is as if 
a man should set fire to his 
own house, inorder to divert his 
mind from the loss of six pence; 
pluck out both his eyes, to 
rid himself of the momentary 
sight of some painful object; or 
lic down in a bed of glowing 
embers, to allay the heat of a fe- 
ver. QO let those who are In 
trouble, beware of the yawning 
and bottomiess pit of intemper- 


ance. Let them watch and pray, 
that tl icy enter not Into —e 
tion. Let them resist the devil, 


and he will Bee from them. 

To the untfaithfulness, — ti- 
midity, or teniporizing policy of 
informing officers and mugis- 
trates, may be traced many ot the 
evils, which we deplore. Had 
the iaws been faith iluily Cxcecu ted 
when hard drinkine began its 
desolatiny had drunk- 
ards and tavern haunters, every 
where, been presented and pun- 
ished, the evil would never bave 
yrown to its present magniude; 
the Dood would never bave riscn, 
so as to overflow ali the mounds 
of decency andorder. It is con- 
fideritly believed, that thousande 
who haye dicd martyrs to lntoy- 

4, 


career; 
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icating liquors, would have been 
saved to themselves, their friends 
and their country. It is by par- 
leying and temporizing, that we 
are brought to the brink of ruin, 
It is because so many of our sen- 
tinels have slept at their posts, 
or abandoned them, in the hour 
of danger, that the enemy has 
nearly mastered the camp, and 
is carrying on the work of death 
in every pait of it. The truth 
is, that one advantage after a- 
nother has been gained, and con- 
cession has followed concession, 
till very little, if any thing more, 
remains for hard drinkers to de- 
mand. They stagger unmolest- 
ed, in the face day, before the 
houses of our magistrates. They 
lie at the corners of our streets, 
the shame of our race and a won- 
der to the very beasts. The in- 
forming officer sees it, or is a- 
fraid he shall see it, and passes 
by on the other side. Thus for 
want of vigilance and energy in 
the constituted authorities, do 
the intemperate go on with im- 
punity, from year to year, ruin- 
ing themselves, and corrupting 
thousands of others, by their in- 
fluence and example. 

5. Idleness is another legiti- 
mate parent of intemperance. 
An old divine has very forcibly 
remarked, that an “idle man’s 
mind, is the devil’s work shop.” 
It is not pretended, that every 
idle man becomes a hard drink- 
er; but every such person ex- 

oses himself peculiarly to temp- 
tation, and hard drinking Is cer- 
tainly one of the vices, into which 
the idle are extremely apt, soon- 
er or later, to fall. 

6. The countenance which 
has been incautiously and ex- 
tensively given, in worthy and 
serious families, to the free use 


of ardent spirits, has contributed 
not a little to swell the tide that 
roars around us, and fills every 
thoughtful mind with the most 
painful apprehensions. It has 
been thought an_ essential part 
of common civility and respect, 
in many such families, to treat 
compauy with some kind of spir- 
its. This has given birth to a 
vast deal of ingenuity in color- 
ing, diluting, mixing, and sweet- 
ening liquors, so as rerder them 
in the highest degree beautiful 
and palatable. With the kind- 
est intentions in the world, the 
decanter of brandy is brought 
out, or the sparkling cordial is 
handed round the friendly circle. 

In order to show that their 
hospitality is real and hearty, the 
master and mistress of the house, 
must drink the health of their 
guests, and each guest, to show 
that he is not deficient in polite- 
ness, must return the compli- 
ment. Orif any beg to be ex- 
cused, something, it is presum- 
ed, must be matter. “Why Mr 
or Mrs. or Miss, Iam sure you 
had better take the glass. Come, 
do drink a little at least. I know it 
vill do you good. You “look as 
if you nceded it. Perhaps you 
don’t like this kind of drink. 
Let me help you to some thing 
else. What will you take. We 
have brandy, old spirits, gin, 
cherry, &c.” 

If it is perceived, that any 
drink sparingly the first time 
round, they are most commonly 
urged to repeat the draught. in 
some such kind language, as the 
following. “Do take a little 
more. You have scarcely tast- 
ed ite Come, I made it on pur- 
pose for you. You need not be 
afraid of it; itis extremely weak. 
There is scarcely a spoonful of 
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spirits, in the whole giass. 
Thus the reluctant are not un- 
frequently over persuaded to 
drink, when they would gladly 
decline. If children happen to 
be present, no matter how young, 
they too must receive their part 
of the disguised poison. -I do 
not mean to say that this is ex- 
cessive drinking; but I must 
think, that In almost every Case, 
itis unnecessary, and oiten leads 
to the most unhappy consequen- 
ces. 

At the same time, I wish to 
have it distinctly understood, that 
I have the highest respect for 
many, who have thought it neces- 
sary to treat thei friends as a- 
bove described. I know them 
to be conscientious people; and 
have the fullest confidence, that 
ifthey can be convinced it is 
their duty, they will at once dis- 
continue the practice. Letthem 
seriously look at the tendency. 
Let them consult the records of 
experience. I have paid some 
attention to the subject; and can- 
not refrain from expressing my 
firm and solemn belief, that by 
such a use of ardent spirits as 
has been mentioned, In tea par- 
ties, and other social and friend- 
ly circles, many persons have 
gradually been sec. ‘uced from the 
path of temperance, and have 
nally been undone. Nor has 
the mischief stopped here. The 
example thus set in high circles, 
has had a baleful effect upon 
multitudes, in the humble walks 
of life. If the rich drink, in 
iheir social intercourse, the poor 
must drink also; and thus, the 
evils of drinking, are indefinite- 
ly extended and multiplied. 

7. Many of our taverns, and all 
of our dram shops, are at once 
causes and effects of much in- 
temperance. Their very exis- 


tence proves, that the thirst for 
ardent spirits is already insatia- 
ble; and while they. indicate, they 
greatly increase, the mischief. 
It is not meant to deny, that 
houses of public entertainment 
are necessary. A home for the 
stranger and the traveller should 
be provided in every town. But 
surely it is not necessary, or safe, 
to have half a dozen taverns in 
one small village. It cannot be 
safe, to make it for the interest 
of so many men, to encourage 
their neighbors in idleness and 
drinking. 

On this very subject, the 
prince of ‘moral poets has em- 
pioyed his extraordinary powers, 
with his usual force and felicity, 
in the fourth book of the Task; 
a pretty long extract from w hich 
] shall here introduce. 


**Pass where we may, through city or 
through town, 

Village or hamlet of this merry 
land, F 

Though lean and beggar’d, every 
twentieth pace 

Conducts the unguarded nose to such 
a whiff 

Of stale debauch, forth issuing from 
the styes 

That law has licensed, as makes tem. 
perance reel, 

There sit, involv’d and lost in curl- 
ing clouds 

Of Indian fume, and guzzling deep, 
the boor, 

The lackey, and the groom: the 
crafisman there 

Takes a Lethean leave of all his 
toil; 

Smith, cobler, joiner, he that plies 
the shears, 

And he that kneads the dough; all 
loud alrke, 

All learned, and all drunk! The fiddle 
screams 

Plaintive and piteous, as it wept and 
wail’d 

Its wasted tones and harmony un- 
heard: ; 

Fierce the dispute, whate’er the 
theme; while she, 
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Fell discord, arbitress of such de. 
baie, 

Perch’d on the sign post, holds with 
even hand 

Her undecisive scales. In this she 


lays 
A weight of ignorance; in that, of 
pride; 


And smiles delighted with the eter- 
nal poise. 

Dire is the frequent curse, and its 
twin sound 

The cheek-distending oath, not to 
be praised 

As ornamental}, musical, polite, 

Like those which modern senators 
employ, 

Whose oath is rhet’ric, and who 
swear for fame! 

Behold the schools in whieh plebe- 
ian minds, 

Once simple, are initiated in arts, 

Which some may practice with po- 
liter grace, 

But none with readier skill! ’Tis 
here they learn 

The read that leads, from compe- 
tence and peace 

To indigence and rapine; till at last, 

Society grown weary of the load, 
Shakes her ine umber’d lap, and casts 
them out.’ 


As for those unlicensed grog 
shops, that are every where to 
be met with, | know of no lan- 
euage, which will express the 
abhorrence, which they ought to 
excite in every mind. The wa 
to them is the way to hell, going 
down to the chambers of death. 
They are the work shops of that 
ereat enemy who rudeth in the 
hearts of the children of disobe- 
dience. Ifevery tippling house 
were a Bastile, it would not be 
a place of so much danger, nor 
the cause of so much suffering. 
Whenever J pass by one of them, 
I can scarcely help fancying, 
that I hear the cries of a multi- 
tude of half naked and half starv- 
ed children issuing from its 
eloomy interior; and that I sce 


it filled with the most loath- 
some and painful diseases; with 
mortgiuges, and constables, and 
auctioneers and beggars, and idi- 
ots, and maniacs, and murderers, 
and prison grates, and strait jack- 
ets,and gallowses and coffins! be- 
lieve, that at least three,fourths of 
the places, in this country,, where 
liquors are sold by the gill or 
half gili, are fountains of corrup- 
tion, whence flow in every di- 
rection, streams not to fertilize 
and cheer, but to curse the land 
with barrenness and death. 

8. Many of the evils of intem- 
perance may be distinctly traced 
to the great and increasing num- 
ber of distilleries, in every part 
of the Union. Vhat numbers of 
the owners of these establish- 
ments are worthy menl have 
no more doubt, than that the 
general influence of them upon 
the community is unspeakably 
pernicious. ‘The arguments by 
which distilleries are commonly 
defended, I shajl have cecasion 
to exumine hereafter. In the 
mean time, I must be permitted 
to state my full conviction, that 
hundreds, u not thousands, of 
the bodies and souls, are annu- 
ally destroyed, in the United 
States, by their means. 

W here almost can one of these 
esiabiishments be pointed out, 
which has not formed around it- 
selt a kind of intoxicating at- 
meusphere, within the deaaly in- 
fluence of which drunkenness 
prevails and increases, in the 
most alarming manner? Who 
can deny, that ‘the fiery streams, 
which issue from a sul], like 
melted lava from the flaming 
crater of a volcano, too often 
spread ruin and = desolation 
where they flow. L. te XY. 
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For the Panoplist. 
ON DRINKING HEALTHS., 


Mr. Epiror, 

Nor long since I happened to be 
present at dinner with a number 
of very respectable clergymen, 
at one of their stated association- 
al meetines. ‘When we had 
dined, and before thanks were 
returned. a decanter of wine was 
brought on, and we were inform- 
ed by the hospitable minister, 
at whose house the meeting was 
held, that the wine had been 
furnished for the occasion by 
one of his parishioners. The 
glasses being filled, it was pro- 
posed by some one, that we 
should drink the health of the 
generous donor, which most 
who were present accordingly 
did. 

This led my mind into a train 
of queries and reflections, which 
I beg leave to propose through 
the Panoplist, to the serious 
consideration of your readers 
and correspondents. 

“Is this,” said I to myseif, “a 
justifiable practice? At any rate, 
is itexpedient for Christians and 
Christian ministers too, to sanc- 
tion it by their example? What 
do people mean when they drink 
each other’s health? Is drinking 
in general, more likely to restore 
or preserve health, than eating? 
If not, why should we not eat 
healths, as well as drzmk them? 
Is, “I wish your health, sir,” 
over the social class, a prayer. 
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or is ita compliment which has 
no meaning? 

“If it be a prayer, then what 
an awful profanation is it for the 
thoughtless and intemperate cir- 
cles in taverns and dram shops, 
to use it as they do! And do the 
best of men feel, or express, 
that solemnity and awe of the 
Divine Presence, in drinking 
healths, which every body per- 
celves, in their other addresses 
to God? I think not. Now if 
something different from a pray- 
er be meant, what is that some- 
thing? Is it a mere expression 
of iriendship or good will? What 
kind of triendship or good will 
does it indicate in those, who 
daily drink one another drunk, 
till body and soul are destroyed: 
And may I be permitted to ask 
whether ministers and other pi- 
ous people, might not express 
their good will in more unex- 
ceptionable language? 

“If nothing is meant by saying 
“f wish your health, sir;” &c. 
and “will you permit me to 
drink your health, Madam;” then 
it is a kind of polite trifling, 
which it seems to me but ill ac- 
cords with the simplicity and 
godly sincerity which the Scrip. 
tures inculcate. I hope you, 
Mr. Editor, or some of your 
correspondents, will give your 
thoughts to the public on these 
points; for in so doing, you wil! 
at least oblige 

A QUERIST 


REVIEWS. 


XLVI. Sermons - evangelical, 
doctrinal, and pfrractical. By 
Eiinu THarer, D. D. Late 
Pastor of the first church in 
Kingston, N. H, Excter: 


C. Norris, & Co. 1813. pp. 366, 


SeveRAL of Dr. Thayer’s cleri. 
cal brethren, who were best ac- 
quainted with his talcuts, piety, 








30 Review of Dr. Thayer's Sermons. JURE, 


and manner of preaching, ex- 
pressed their united opinion to 
him, during his last sickness, 
that the publication of a volume 
ef his sermons would materially 
promote the interests of religion. 

In conformity to their opinion, 
he consented to sucha publica- 
tion, and committed to them the 
care of selecting, transcribing, 
and publishiug the intended vol- 
ume. With the disadvantages 
which usually attend a posthu- 
mous publication, this volume 
is, in our judgment, highly 
worthy of the public patronage, 
and will, we doubt not, answer 
the double purpose of furnish- 
ing many persons with a treas- 
ure of sacred truth, and of af- 
fording assistance toanumerous 
and dependent family. Every 
ene who purchases this book, 
will have the pleasure of con- 
tributing something to comfort 
the widow and children of one, 
who sought not his own things, 
but the things of Christ. In- 
deed there are few volumes of 
sermons, so well adapted to be 
useful to all classes of readers, 
as this. The author is always 
plain and evangelical, always se- 


rious, always in earnest. His 


method of exhibiting the doc- 
trines of religion is judicious 
and impressive. In several in- 
stances, he has illustrated truths 
of the first importance with sin- 
gular felicity. Did we think it 
best to notice all the passages, 
where the author falls short of 
clegance, we might make a con- 
siderable collection. And in a 
few instances, we might ques- 
tion the exactness of particular 
turns of thought and argumen- 
tation. But we pity the man 
whose mind is so disciplined, 
that a few inelegancies of dic- 
fion, or small irregularities of 


reasoning, can close his eyes 
against all the beauties, and his 
heart against all the pleasures 
of divine truth. We mean not 
to intimate that the exactest rhet- 
oric or logic will find here a 
ereat number of mistakes or in- 
advertencies, even of the minor 
sort. In reality, there is little 
to censure; but much to com- 
vend. And we think that Chris- 
tian ministers, who set a high 
value upon the strictest ortho- 
doxy, may derive peculiar ad- 
vantage from the perusal of this 
book. Here they will find a 
preacher as orthodox as they, 
who is always careful to avoid 
expressions which are extrava- 
gant or needlessly offensive; who 
is»always studious to find cut 
acceptable words; who, from a 
sincere solicitude for the welfare 
ef men, takes unwearied pains 
to convey his conceptions to 
their minds just as they lie in 
his own; and who would rather 
contribute to the edification of a 
single believer, or the conver- 
sion of a single unbeliever, than 


te gain the highest honors of 


eenlus,scholarship, or eloquence, 
or even be applauded as the head 
of a party. 

This volume contains twenty- 
two sermons, on the following 
interesting subjects; viz. on the 
creation;—on sinful habits;—on 
hypocrisy;—God’s regard to the 
righteous;—youth addressed;— 
inconsistency of sinners;—on the 
love of idols;s—on poverty of spir- 
it;—the Gospel received in vain; 
—on the birth of Christ;—con- 
version joyful;—God has no de- 
light in the death of sinners;— 
seven abominations;—he danger 
of the ungodly;—a famine of the 
word, two sermons;—-a new 
year’s sermon;—the day of judg- 
ment;—on repentance;—on hu- 
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mility;—on the Lord’s supper;— 
and the blessedness of dying in 
the Lord. 

As a specimen of the style 
and manner of this author, we 
make the following quotations 
from the first sermon. After 
showing “that the visible heav- 
ens afford abundant evidence of 
the being and glory of God,” 
the preacher makes these re- 
flections. 


“I, How abundant is the evidence 
of the divine existence. Every ob- 
ject which we see on the earth; each 
of those shining wonders, which the 
night reveals to our eyes, is a wit- 
ness for God. Though silent, yet 
they are eloquent preachers, whose 
instructions extend to every nation, 
tribe, family, and imdividual on the 
earth. The formation of the human 
bodythe construction and location 
of the several parts, are sufficient to 
convince every mind, which ever in- 
habited such a curiously organized 
body, that it is a piece of divine 
workmanship. Many anatomists have 
he'd, that an examination of the eye 
was a complete cure for atheism, 
the inspired author of the 94t! 
Psalm, addresses this argument to 
infidels in his day, who said, “The 
Lord shall not see, neither shali the 
God of Facob regard tt. Un 
ve brutish among the people, and ye 
fools, when will ye be wise? Hi. who 
planted the ear, shall he not hear? He 
that formed the eye, shall he not see? ?>— 
Kvery sense you possess—-every 
nerve, and fibre which give motion 
and sensibility to your frame—every 
pulsation of your heart, by which the 
crimson current is circulated through 
your veins, is an evidence of the Di- 
vine existence; and not only so, but 
of his presence and agency with youu— 
On what parton what object in cre- 
ation, can you cast your eyes, where 
the name of God is not written? And 
written so legibly, and in such cap- 
itals, that you can read it in the dis- 
tant star, as well as on your own 
frame.” 


? 
derstand, 





Review of Dr. Thayer’s Sermons. 3) 


The second reflection is as 
follows: 


“This subject gives us a general 
view of the blindness and wicked- 
ness of the human heart- Amidst all 
this light— under these heavens whith 
declare the glory of God, there are 
some of the human race—some, not 
in the deserts of Africa—not in the 
trackless forests of America, but in 
the civilized, highly cultivated, and 
even Chrisiian portions of the earth, 
who deny the being of God! Could 
you suppose this possible, when the 
sun shines, and the heavens move 
round?—Yes, they tell us, they see 
no evidence of a God. And what is 
still more wonderful, some have told 
us this, while they were measuring 
the heavens, or calculat ing an eclipse. 
Think not this impossible, nor let it 
confound you. Do you not know, 
that a wicked, proud heart can shut 
the mortal eye on all this lighv0—Do 
you not know, that it is a very undesi- 
rable thing to a wicked heart, that 
there should be a holy, sovereign 
God on the throne of the universe? 
When sucha character is denied, and 
in the sinner’s mind displaced, will 
he not feel more at ease in sin? Do 
you not know, that men readily be. 
lieve what they wish to be true?— 
Indeed when the fool—the wicked 
man, once beg'ns fondly to whisper 
in his heart ** Ther: is no God,” that 
wish will soon grow into a persuasion, 
and this persuusion into evidence, and 
then Ins tips will publish, as a truth, 
the he ot his heart.—Do you not 
know, that the man ‘‘who loves dar- 
ness rather than light”? is the blindest 
of all creatures?) Suppose both the 
eyes of a man to be extinguished, yet 
with an humble, pious) mind, he 
would find, in his own sensations, 
more evidence of a God, than the 
proud philosopher would find, lock. 
ing with both his eyes, and all his 
glasses, into the remote regions of 
the universe, and bringing home in- 
telligence from the most distant star. 
Of so much importance is a teacha- 
ble, humble heart to learn of Ged.” 


The two closing reflections 


will be presented to the reader 
entire. 





) 


we? 


«5, See the danger of wicked 
men. They are rebels against God— 
the God of heaven and earth! The 
whole host of heaven obey his word. 
What can a poor particle of dust 
promise himself in a contention with 
the Almighty? ‘*Who ever hardened 
himself against God an 1 prosperel?” 
O wicked man, cast your eyes on the 
heavens. and consider, against whom 
you oppose yourself. ** He és not a man 
as thou art.” te is the Eternal, Al- 
mighty Jehovah, against whom you 
contend. ‘Listen to the voice which 
goeth out of nis mouth, which he di- 
recteth under the whole heaven.’ But 
there is no need, that God should 
arm against you, his thunder—that 
he should open the earth to swallow 
you up—that he should marshal 
against you the host of heaven. Your 
breath is in your nostrils—you are 
sinking into hell, without any act of 
his power, and nothing will prevent 
it, but an act of his me rey. And 
will you, instead of supplicating his 
mercy, provoke his wrath? ‘*O that 
you were wise, that you understood this; 
that } you would consider your latter end.” 
“*Because there is wrath, beware, lest 
he take thee away with his stroke; ther 
@ great ransom cannot deliver thee.” 

‘6. May we not infer, from the 
power and goodness of God, the 
safety of all his friends? Yes, rejoice, 
O ye people of the Most High, you 
are not overlooked in the number and 
erandeur of God’s works around you 
No, while God is governing worlds, 
and systems, the smallest insect 
which creeps upon them is_ not for- 
rotten ofhim. Besides, you are not 
only en creatures of his power, and 
the inhabitants of his universe,but the 

children of bis grace, the heirs of his 
spiritual kingdom, for which he made 
the natural creation. Consider, thou 
friend of God, the ordinances of heav- 
en—the covenant which God hath 
made withthe earth. This covenait 
insures tothe earth, while it remains, 
summer and winter, seed-time and 
: arvest. How regular are day and 

ight? “Dhue saith the Lord, if you can 
hreak my covenant of the day and my 
covenant of the night, that’ there shou: d 
ot be day and night in their season,” 
(then may his covenant with you be 
broken.) ‘Thus saith the Lord, if my 
rovenant be not with day and night, and 
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tf I have not appointed the ordinances 
ef heaven and earth, then will I cast 
away the seed of Facob”’ When thiere- 
fore you look abroad on the works of 
God, and see his covenant with day 
and night faithfully observed;—wien 
you k sok on the peaceful bow in the 
cloud, remember ibat sure, that ev- 
erlasting covenant, which God has 
made with yo!'——a covenant well or- 
dained in all things, and si re; which 
is all your hope and salvation.” 


XLVIT. A Discourse, in two 
farts delivered July 23, 1812, 
on the fiudlic fast,in the chap- 
el of Yale College. By Timo 
THr Dwicur, LC. D. LL. D. 
President of that Seminary. 
Published at the request of the 
students, and others. New 
Haven; Howe & Deforest. 
1812. pp. 54. 

A Discourse, in two farts, deliv- 
ered August 20, 1812, on the 
national faust, in the chapfiel of 
Yule College. 3y the same 
Auruor. New York; J. Sey- 
mour, 1812. pp. 60. 


We have intended, for several 
months past, to take notice of 
these very able, opportune, and 
eloquent discourses; but the 
small portion of our work, which 
could be spared for reviews, has 
hitherto been insufficient for the 
purpose. Even now we shail be 
obliged to confine ourselves al- 
most entirely to an abstract, and 
to a few selections which ap- 
pear to us peculiariy Interesting; 
as we cannot induige in reflec- 
tions of our own without risking 
the charge of prolixity 

The text of the tour sermons 
is Isa. xxi, 11, 12. Zhe burden 
of Dumah. He calleth to me out 
of Seir: “Watchman, what of the 
night? Watchman, what of the 
night?” The watchman said. 
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“The morning cometh, and also 
the night. If ye will inquire, in- 
quire ye; return; come.” The 
explanation of this passage of 
Scripture is, in substance, as fol- 
lows: 

Isaiah, having prophesied the 
ruin of Egypt, Syria, Moab and 
other countries in the vicinity of 
these, turns to Dumah, or Edom, 
and represents that people, or 
one of them in the name of the 
rest, as Calling to him from 
Mount Seir, and earnestly in- 
quiring of him what is to be their 
destiny. He is addressed under 
the figurative character of a 
watchman, and replies, that a pe- 
riod of prosperity is immediately 
before the inquirers, which will 
be succeeded by a period of ad- 
versity. He urges them, ‘if they 
are really desirous to know their 
destiny; to come and inguire at 
the mouth of God; to return to 
Him by returning to the religion 
from which they have departed, 
ever since the days oftheir first 
founder; to come again, and re- 
new their allegiance to God.’ 
Ser. July, pp. 3—6. 

The manner in which the pas- 
sage in question was deemed 
appropriate to the occasion, will 
be seen in the following senten- 
ces: 


“A religious assembly, gathered 
in this land at the present moment, 
can hardly be supposed to feel a spir 
it of indifference with respect to the 
existing state of the world, and par- 
ticularly of their own country. At 
no time, since the deluge, has 
the situation ef the human race 
been se extraordinary; the world 
so shaken; or its changes so nu- 
merous, sudden, extensive, and 
ominous. He who is indifferent to 
these things, must be supposed to 
have neither heart, nor understand. 
ing, nor eves, nor ears. In addition 


Vou. IX. 
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to all the other solemn and ill-boding 
events of the present period, to use 
the language of our chief magistrate 
‘the righteous Providence of Gop 
has permitted the nation to which we 
belong to be engaged in an offensive 
war, the multiplied evils of which 
must be felt by all, but its end cannot 
be discovered by human agency.’ 
Our own cause, as well as that of the 
rest of mankind, is now in agitation. 
Even if we have been able to behold 
with indifference the general convul- 
sion of the world, and to see nation 
after nation blotted out from under 
heaven, it can scarcely be credible, 
that the most stupid among us can 
fail of being serious, solemn, and so- 
licitous, when our own case is under 
trial, and when our allotments are 
now, perhaps, to be finally settled.” 
pp. 6, 7. 


The period in which we live 
is, in the opinion of the author, 
“marked out in prophecy as a 
part of that which is included 
within the effusion of the seven 
vials.” ‘The fitth of these he con- 
siders as having been unques- 
tionably poured out at the Re- 
formation,’ and states his reasons 
for that opinion. pp. 8—10. If 
this scheme Is correct,we are un- 
der the sixth vial, or the seventh. 

The preacher then quotes 
from tbe Revelation the descrip- 
tion of the two last vials, and 
places after cach a perspicuous 
statement of what he supposes 
to be the meaning of these inter- 
esting predictions. No abridg- 
ment could be materially short- 
er than the discussion itself; to 
this, therefore, we must refer 
our re.ders for satisfaction. Dr. 
Dwight d fers trom Mr. Faber, 
Mr. Smith, and others, with re- 
spect to many particulars in those 
prophecies, which are generally 
cousiiered as intended to de- 


scribe the present state of the 
enemies of the Church, and 
5 
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their future state on earth be- 
tween the present day and the 
introduction of the millennium. 
According to his scheme, we are 
much further advanced toward 
that happy period, than accord- 
ing to theirs. This trait of itself 
is enough to énlist all our good 
wishes in its favor. We do not 
design to point out, much less to 
examine, the points of difference 
alluded to. Most probably all 
writers on the prophecies are in 
some error, though we cannot 
doubt, that a real progress has 
lately been made, and is now 
making, in the discovery of that 
truth, which was designedly con- 
cealed, till Providence should 
make it known to mankind by 
the course of events. 

Under the sixth vial, if the 
scheme here developed be cor- 
rect, the strength, wealth, and 
safety of the spiritual Babylon, 
i. e. of the Romish Church, were 
to come to an end; and the na- 
tions under her influence were 
to be prepared by every species 
of deceit and of secret mischief, 
particularly by the systematic 
propagation of infidelity, for the 
day of God’s signal vengeance. 
‘This vial may, therefore, be sup- 
posed to have been poured out 
during the century preceding the 
year 1792; but especially during 
the latter part of that period. 
Whoever admits the accuracy of 
this statement, must of course ad- 
mit, that continental Europe has 
been experiencing, for the last 
twenty years, the plagues of the 
seventh vial. If so, we may look 
forward with eager confidence to 
that day, which already seems 
to dawn upon the world. Though 
not prepared to adopt the 


scheme of Dr. Dwight in all its 
parts, the perusal of these ser- 
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mons with a view of the present 
state of the world, and the recol- 
lection of what has taken place 
within the compass of our mem- 
ory, have impressed us with the 
full belief of these most consol- 
ing propositions; that the Church 
of Christ has seen the time of her 
greatest defiression; that the in- 
terests of religion are rising in 
the world, and will continue te 
rise without intermission, till the 
truth shall be universally believ- 
ed and obeyed; and that the ene- 
mies of God and his cause are 
rafidiy hastening to the ruin 
which has been long firedicted. 

In stating the reasons why he 
thinks the present period includ- 
ed under the two last vials, Dr. 
D. gives a most vivid and elo- 
quent description of the origin 
and progress of modern infideli- 
ty, from which we extract the 
two following paragraphs as a 
specimen: 


**About the year 1728, the great 
ra of Infidelity, Vol/tazre formeda 
set design to destroy the Christian 
religion. For this purpose he’engag- 
ed, at several succeeding periods, a 
number of men distinguished for 
power, talents, reputation and influ- 
ence; all deadly enemies to the Gos- 
pel; Atheists; men of profligate prin- 
ciples, and profiigate lives This de- 
sign he pursued with unabated zeal 
50 years; and was seconded by his 
associates with an ardor and indus- 
try, scarcely inferior to hisown. In 
consequence of their united labors, 
and of the Isbers of others, from time 
to time combined with them, they ul- 
timately spread the design through- 
out a great part of Europe; and em- 
barked in it individuals, at little dis- 
tances, over almost the whole of that 
continent.—Their adherents insert- 
ed themselves into every place, of- 
fice, and employment, in which their 
agency might become efficacious, 
and which furnished an opportunity 
of spreading their corruptions. They 
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were found in every literary institu- 
tion from the Abecedarian school to 
the Academy of sciences; and in ev- 
ery civil office, from that of the bail- 
iff to that of the Monarch. They 
swarmed in the palace; they haunted 
the church. Wherever mischief 
could be done, they were found: 
and, wherever they were found, mis- 
chief was extensively done. Of 
books they controlled the publication, 
the sale, and the character. An im. 
mense number they formed; an im- 
mense number they forged; prefixed 
to them the names of reputable 
writers, and sent them into the 
world, to be sold for a song; and, 
when that could not be done, to be 
given away. Within a period, short- 
er than could be imagined, they pos- 
sessed themselves, to a great extent, 
ofa control, nearly absolute, of the lit- 
erary, religious, and political state of 
Europe: 

‘“With these advantages in their 
hands, it will easily be believed, that 
they left no instrument unemployed, 
and no measure untried, to accom. 
plish their own malignant purposes. 
With a diligence, courage, constan- 
cy, activity, and perseverance, which 
might rival the efforts of demons 
themselves, they penetrated into 
every corner of human society. 
Scarcely a man, woman, orchild was 
left unassailed, wherever there was 
a single hope, that the attack might 
be successful. Books were written, 
and published, in innumerable multi- 
tudes, in which infidelity was 
brought down to the level of peas- 
ants and even of children; and pour- 
ed with immense assiduity into the 
cottage, andthe school. Others of a 
superior kind, crept into the shop, 
and the farm house; and others of a 
still higher class, found their way to 
the drawing room, the university, 
and the palace. The dusiness of all 
men, who were of any importance, 
and the education of the children of 
ali such men, was, as far as possible, 
engrossed, or at least influenced, by 
these banditti of the moral world; 
and the Aearts of those, who had no 
importance, but in their numbers, 
and physical strength. A_ sensual, 


profligate nobility, and princes, if pos- 
sible still more sensual and profligate, 
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easily yielded themselves, and their 
children, into the hands of these min- 
ions of corruption. ‘Too ignorant, tov 
enervated, or too indolent, to unde: 

stand, or even to inquire that thc 
might understand, the tendency of 
all these efforts, they marched qui- 
etly on to the gulf of ruin, which was 
already opened to receive them. 
With these was combined a priest- 
hood, which, in all its dignified 
ranks, was still more putrid; and 
which eagerly yielded up the sur- 
plice and the lawn, the desk and the 
altar, to destroy that Bible, which 
they had vowed to defend, as well as 
to preach, and torenew the crucifix- 
ion of that Redeemer, whom they 
had sworn to worship. By these 
agents, and these efforts, the plague 
was spread with rapidity, and to an 
extent, which astonished heaven and 
earth: and life went out, not in goli- 
tary cases, but by an universal ex- 

tinction.” 


The second part of this dis- 
course opens with a summary 
view of the miseries, which I1- 
fidelity has brought upon those 
European nations where the 
Romish Church had established 
and preserved her dominion. 
The preacher then illustrates 
the connexion of these remarka- 
ble events with the prophecies 
of the sixth and seventh vials, 
under the following divisions. 

‘1. The infidels in question 
sprang up in every place point- 
ed out by the prophecy. 

2. They were spirits of de- 
mons. 

3. They have wrought mira- 
cles, i. e. have done things of a 
marvellous nature. 

4. They have gone forth to the 
kings of the earth, to gather 
them to the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty. 

5. During this period all the 
sources of the wealth, strength, 
and safety of the Romish 
Church, have been dried up; 
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especially by being diverted in- 
to other channels. 

6. As this great work is in 
substance done, the vials, if to 
be poured out hereafter, will 
have no object on which to spend 
their force.’ pp. 29—38. 

A brief, though comprehen- 
sive, sketch is then given of the 
wonderful and unexampled ex- 
ertions, which have been made 
by Christians, during this very 
period of vengeance, in building 
up and extending the Church; 
and of the gracious visitations 
which the Church has experi- 
enced, during the same period, 
in the numerous revivals of re- 
ligion. pp. 39——45. The dis- 
course Closes with assigning the 
reasons why we should fear, at 
this time of the tremendous 
wrath and indignation of God. 
Among these reasons we finda 
melancholy catalogue of nation- 
al sins. No person, who is ex- 
tensively acquainted with this 
country, will, however, see 
cause to believe the catalogue 
more melancholy than iacts will 
warrant. 

The latter of these discourses 
was designed to state and ex- 
plain the reasons why we should 
hofie. For this purpose, an ex- 
amination of the prephecies in 
the 17th, 18th, and 19 th, chap- 
ters of the Revelation. is pre- 
sented to the reader. In these 
chapters a more particular and 
detailed account is given of the 
same Divine judgments, which 
are more briefly sketched out in 
the 16th. Of tht Woman so 
fully described, in the chapters 
referred to, the following is a 
comprehensive view: 


‘*The Woman, here presented to 
us, is an idolatrous church; distin- 


guished by wealth and splendor; 
pompous in the ritual of its worship; 


exercising great cruelty towards the 
real followers of Christ; having its 
principal seat in the city Rome; 
sustained by a persecuting power, 
which was either the seventh, or 
eighth, form of Roman government, 
(according to different modes of con- 
struing this subject;) and destroyed 
immediately before the Millennium.” 
Ser. Aug. p- 11. 


Few, we apprehend, will be 
disposed to question that the 
Woman is the Romish Church; 
but that the Beast is the Rom- 
ish Hierarchy, as Dr. D. main- 
tains, will not be so readily ac- 
ceded to. Meny persons believe, 
that this beast is the great infi- 
del confederacy of the last days; 
others that it is the imperial dy- 
nasty of France; others that it is 
the Romish Church; others that 
it partakes of the properties 
of infidelity and popery. Every 
scheme, which we have seen, is 
either built too much on assump- 
tions, so far as respects this 
beast; or, though supported by 
plausible arguments, is still lia- 
ble to serious objections. It 
seems to be admitted on all 
sides, that the seat of the beast 
is within the limits of the ancient 
Roman empire, and also with- 
in the limits of countries which 
have at some time been within 
the pale of the Romish Church; 
that the seven vials are poured 
out upon the nations, which have 
been subjected to the papal au- 
thority, and have been crimi- 
nal as partakers of the great 
apostasy; and that the effusion 
of the last of these vials will 
bring to their final ruin the apos- 
tate church and all her coadju- 
tors. 

Alter dwelling with some 
particularity on this part of the 
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Apocalypse, Dr. D. proceeds to 
discuss the Millennium. = In 
this division of the discourse, 
every pious reader will find 
much, if we judge aright, to 
comifurt his heart and cheer him 
amid the gloomy scenes which 
at present cloud his view. The 
observations on this very inter- 
esting subject are classed under 
the following heads: 

‘1, The Millennium is dis- 
tinctly, but not extensively pre- 
dicted by the prophets of the 
New Testament; and extensive- 
ly by the prophets of the Old 
Testament.” 

“2, The account given of the 
Millennium in the Apocalypse, 
is, like the rest of that book, 
symbolical.” 

“3. The Millennium will not 
make its full appearance at 
once; but will advance by suc- 
cessive, though rapid steps.” 

“4. The Millennium will in its 
nature be a period singularly 
and universally happy.” 

“5, The duration of the Mil- 
lennium is left uncertain in the 
Scriptures.” 

We deem all these positions 
undoubtedly correct, except the 
last; and very prebably that is 
correct also; but we think it ad- 
inits of more question than the 
others. The reasoning through- 
out is forcible and deeply im- 
pressive. The arguments under 
the third head, a:iduced to prove 
the gradual advent of the mil- 
lennium are peculiarly convinc- 
ing. Bishop Horsley observes, 
in a sermon not yet republished 
in this country “that this is the 
constant style of prophecy,— 
that when a long train of distant 
events are predicted, rising nat- 
urally in succession one out of 
another, and all tending to one 


great end, the whole time of 
these events is never set out In 
parcels, by assigning the dis- 
tant epoch of each; bui the whole 
is usually described as an instant 
—as what itis in the sight of 
God; and the whole train of 
events ts exhibited in one scene, 


without any marks of succes- 
sion.” 


The latter part of this dis- 
course is taken up in answering 
these two inquiries: “IVhat is 
our immediate duty? And, Wiat 
reasons have we to hofie that 
God will regard us with mercy, 
and smile ufion our endeavors?”’ 
This will be to many readers 
the most interesting part of 
these sermons. We have not 
room for an abstract, but cannot 
deny ourselves the pleasure of 
quoting the two last paragraphs, 
which, it will be seen, are on 
the subject of evangelizing the 
world: 


‘This work, my Friends and Breth- 
ren, is the greatest, and best, that 
was everdone. It was the work of 
the Reformers: it was the work of 
the Apostles. To accomplish it the 
Holy Ghost came down from Heav- 
en: and to procure its accomplish- 
ment Christ hung upon the cross, 
It is no other, than to plant trees of 
righteousness throughout the world: 
to sow the seed of immortal life over 
the vast desert of man; and to kiodle 
the flame of piety on the altars of a 
thousand nations. It is to take by 
the hand, the miserable votaries of 
sn and falsehood, the unnumbered 
heirs of perdition, and lead them in- 
to the path, which terminates in end- 
less glory. It is to make that strait 
and narrow path a broad and besten 
highway, in which way-furing men, 
though fools, shall not err. It is to 
change the solitary travellers, now 
and then found in it heretofore, into 
a crowd, a stream, a vast tile, of 
pilgrims moving onward to eternal 
life. It is to fill Heaven with inhab- 
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itants; and to multiply sons, and 
priests, and Kings, to Gow our Father, 
and our Lorv SYesus Carist. It is to 
plant thrones on the plains of immor- 
tality; and seat upon them glorious 
beings innumerable, who shall /ive, 
and reign, for ever and ever. 

‘On thiss work can we doubt 
whether a blessing will descend? 
All Heaven will look down upon it 
with transport. The doors of that 
happy world will burst open; and 
its immortal day break through, to il- 
lumine the path, to cherish the 


hearts, and to brighten the hopes, of 


the happy laborers. Angels will 
pursue their ministry with new vig- 
or, and new joy. The Spirit of Truth 
wili every where breathe upon the 
dry bones the breath of lite, and 
warm the soul with his quickening 
power. Christ will come down, to 
behold the fruits of his dying love, and 
to rejoice in the trophies of the Cross, 
the gems of his crown of glory, mul- 
tiplied without number, and without 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Massachusetts Missionary Society 
held its fourteenth annual meeting in Bos- 
ton, on the 25th, and 26th days of May 
last. The meeting was opened by singing 
an appropriate psalm, after which prayer 
was offered by the President. The Soci- 
ety then attended to the tollowing 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 


Brethren, 
Tae return of this anniversary brings a- 
long with it many and grateful impressive 
recollections. Many and precious have been 
our opportunities of meeting for the most 
interestng purposes;—of taking sweet 
counsel together, and going to the house of 
God in company;—of niutually kindling 
and enlivening the holy flame of Christian 
love;—and of uniting our hearts and hands 
in measures for promoting the kingdom of 
our Lord and the salvation of those for 
whom he died. Many have been the 
smiles of God upon our deliberations and 
endeavors; and great our obligations to 
Him for the privilege granted us, from 
vear to vear, of doing something, by our 


end. The Father of all mercies will 
smile with infinite complacency up- 
od this best work of his hands, this 
new and divine creation; and with 
his own voice will pronounce it very 


good.” pp. 59, 60. 


We conclude by saying, that 
it would be a powerful mean of 
exciting zeal in the best of 
causes, if a cheap copy of these 
discourses were in the posses- 
sion of every Christian; and that 
the events of the last Russian 
campaign, and the present mili- 
tary preparations of Europe, ap- 
pear more like the pouring out 
of the seventh vial, than any 
thing which the world has yet 
seen; and thus tend to confirm 


what the author wrote nearly a 
year ago. 


combined exertions, for the advancement 
of his cause and the glory of his name. 
May these obligations be duly felt by us all; 
and with one heart may we pay our devout 
acknowledgments, and implore the con- 
tinuance of the Divine favor. 

For the service of this Society, in our 
last missionary year, the Board of ‘Trus- 
tees made the following appointments: viz. 
Messrs. John F.Schermerhornand Samuel 
J. Mills, to be employed two months at 
New Orleans, and three months in the 
Western and Southern states of the Union 
at their diseretion; Rev. Joseph Badger, 
for three months in the frontiers of our 
country bordering on the western lakes; 
the Rev. .dmos Pettengill, for eight months 
in the destitute region west of lake Cham- 
plain; the Rev. Publius V. Booge, for 
three months in the northwestern parts of 
Vermont; the Rev. Jotham Sewall, for 
the whole year, a part of the year in the 
District of Maine, and the remainder in 
the state of Rhode Island; Mr. Silas War- 
ren, for two months, in the: District of 
Maire; the Rev. John Lawton for three 
months in the county of Somerset, 
(Maine;) the Rev. John Sawyer, for three 
months in Garland and its Vicinity, in 
the county of Hancock (Maine;) the Rev. 
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Benjamin Sawyer, for three months, in 
the county of Washington (Maine;) the 
Rev. sa Meach for six months in the 
gounties of Hancock and Washington; and 
the Rev. Vathan JValdo, for four months 
in such part of the District of Maine as a 
committee of the Maine Missionary Soci- 
ety should assign. 

‘Messrs. Schermerhorn and Mills caused 
it to be known to the Board, that they con- 
templated a tour, for missionary purposes, 
into the western parts of Pennsylvania; 
thence through the states of Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, down to New Or- 
leans; and thence across through the Mise 
sissippi Territory, and up through the 
western parts of Georgia, the Carolinas, 
and Virginia. The Board had great con- 
fidence in them as men eminently qualified 
for the missionary service; hoped that, be- 
sides being immediately useful to many in 
preaching the Gospel, they would also, in 
their tour, collect much important informa- 
tion, respecting the religious state of large 
portions of our country; and judged it con- 
sistent with the great purposes of this So- 
ciety to patronize their arduous enterprise. 
At first indeed the commission giveu was 
limited toa mission for two months at New 
Orleans; but afterwards, in consequence of 
a letter to the Secretary from Mr. Scher- 
merhorn, dated Marietta, Ohio, Oct. 24, 
1812, their commission was enlarged. 
From his and other letters the Board beg 
leave to introduce extracts in thus place, as 
a part of their report. 

In the letter of Oct. 24, Mr. Schermer- 
horn says; “It was my intention to have 
written to you before this, but my wish to 
form a union with Mr. Mills, my compan- 
ion in labor, in order to give a tuiler aec- 
eount of our labors and prospects, has been 
the cause of so long silence. ‘This is the 
first place at which we have had the pleas- 
ure of seeing each other since we leit An- 
dover in May. 


“T cannot enter into particulars. ‘The 
account [shail give will be general. The 


state of Pennsylvania is far more in want 
of evangelical laborers than I had conceiy- 
ed. From Philadelphia to Chambersburg, 
# number of Presbyterian ministers are 
settled; a small number, however, com- 
paved with the extent of country. The 
district referred to is 150 miles by 70 or 80; 
containing 347,000 inhabitants, and only 
24 Presbyterian clergymen. It must not 
be understood, that these are the only 
clergy. The number of German Luther- 


an and Reformed Dutch clergymen is 
greater. 

“Tntemperance prevails greatly among 
the Germans: also profanity and gambling. 
The Sabbath is not regarded as the Lord’s 
time. 

‘From Chambersburg to Greensburg, 


on this side the Allegany mountains, a 
region of 110 miles by 70 has but one Pves- 
byterian clergyman, and contains 60,880 
inhabitants. In this region, there are some 
Dutch clergymen; but very tew. ‘This 
last region I have districted on my map 
into three missionary circuits. The peo- 
ple are generally anxious to hear the Gos- 
pel, and would generally help to aid a So- 
ciety to support a missionary among them. 
From Greensburg to the Ohio river, the 
country is better supplied. On the north 
of Pittsburg from that place to the line of 
New York, and eastward of the Allegany 
river to the east branch of the Susque- 
hannah, I know of but one Presbyterian 
minister. ‘This is avery destitute region. 
It contains 60 or 70 thousand inhabitants; 
perhaps 100,000. 

Atter leaving Pittsburg, I struck the Ohio 
at Grave Creek, ae, In four counties 
in Virginia, which lie on the Ohio, viz. 
Brooke, Ohio, Wood and Cabell, and Ma- 
son, Containing 20,000 inhabitants, there 
is only one minister, except a few itinerant 
Methodists. From Steubenville, Ohio, to 
Marietta, 110 miles, there is no minister. 
A good missionary route might be estab- 
lished up and down the river. { have pro- 
posed it to the people who were pleased 
with the plan, and expressed themselves 
willing to sapport such a mission. 

“We preach as often as oceasion offers 
and our health will permit. Thus far we 
have been gladly received. It is doubtfui, 
Sir, whether we shall be able to go on to 
New Orleans, on account of being obliged 
to relinquish going through [ndiana ter- 
ritory to St. Louis and New Madrid.” 

it appears from Mr. Schermerhorn’s 
letter, that the brethren had been useful 
in promoting the formation of a Bible So- 
ciety at Marietta; and that they hoped te 
exert themselves with sucecss in making 
a Similar attempt at Lexington, (iseu.) 

In a letter to Mr. Jenks, one of the 
Trustees, dated Cincinnati, Ohio, Novy. 
20, Mr. Schermerhori states, that im 
Pennsylvania he found whole counties, 
containing from 5,000 to 10,0600 people, 
without regular preaching; and that in 
Virginia, west of the Blue Ridge, a district 
cor tuning 150,000 inhabiiants, ouly three 
clergymen were settled. 

In a letter dated at Nashville, (Ten.) 
May 7, 1813, Mr. S. informs, that he and 
Mr. Mills crossed the Ohio in the laiter 
part of November; and that they had la- 
bored till the date of his letter in the west- 
ern country.* “We have preached,” 


*This letter was received a few days 
afier the meeting of the Society; but its 
principal contents ure now incorporated 
in the reporé. 
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says the writer, “as often as we could con- 
veniently collect the people, and as the 
other object, viz. that of obtaining religious 
information, would admit, while in Ken- 
tucky and ‘Tennessee. On the 10th of 
January, we started for New Orleans a- 
greeable to our commission. We arrived 
at Natchez on the 15th of February. I 
was taken sick with an inflammatory te ver, 
immediately On my arrival; which confined 
me nearly three weeks and disabled me 
from preaching, while in the Maussissippi 


territory; though Mr. MM. and myself 


were instrumental in procuring the forma- 
tion of a Bible Society at Natchez. We 


arrived at New Orleans on the 16th of 


March. A Baptist and Methodist preach- 
er had arrived a few weeks before us. We 
immediately united our labors with Mr. 
Rice, the Baptist, as there was only one 


pla ce of preaching. Yn addition to ser- 


vices on the Sabbath, we had two sermons 
curing the weck, beside two prayer-meet- 
ings. ‘The congregations during our stay 
were large, aud very attentive; and I 
trust much good was done by our going 
to that place. During our stay, we here 
also obtained the formation of a Bible So- 
ciety, which was entered into with much 
spirit, and with the approbation of the 
Catholic elergy. When about to leave the 
place, | was tmportuned to stay with them 
until the sickly season commences.” 

The brethren lett New Orleans on the 
6th of April, and after a tedious journey 
of 700 miles, (500 through a wildersess) 
arrived at Nashville on the 6ih of, May. 

From Mr. Bud ger no intelligence has 
becn as yet received. 

Myr. Peittengil/ had for several years 
heen settled am the ministry at Cham- 
plain, a town upon the west side of the 
lake of the same name, and on the Cana- 
da line: nat, in consequence of the war, 


his settle ent was broken Up, and his 
people thrcwn into a state of contusion 
and dispersion. Deeply afflicted by the 


event, and ear ‘nestly desirous of minister- 
ing to the spiritual instruction and conso- 
‘ution of his people in their distressed ctr- 
curmstanees, and of thousands of otheis on 
the froaticrs similarly situated, he came 
down and made the esse Known to some 
members of the Board, and the duty of 
appointing him to the mission appeared 
peculiarly clear and urgent. 

By the communieations received from 
him, it appears, that his laborsin the ser- 
vice Of the Socicty commenced about the 
middle of August, and were continued 
without interruption into December; and 
alter a suspension of about two months, 
they were resumed, and continued until 
the latter part of March; when, finding 
the travelling extremely difficult, and his 


strength much exhausted, he judged it 
expedient to return to his family. His 
whole time in the service of the Society 
was about five months. His labors were 
performed under cireumstances and a- 
midst scenes which called for all the wis- 
dom and fidelity of the minister of Christ; 
but there is reason to believe that he was 
enabled to commend himself to every 
man’s conscie nee in the sight of Ged. 
“My mission,” he says, “while it was 
attended with many depressing oecurren- 
ces, introduced me into an an extensive 
field of labor, and afforded me opportuni- 
ty for communicating religious instruction 
to persons, in a great variety of distressing 
circumstances, who would otherwise have 
been almost entirely destitute of the 
means of grace. Though prohibited by 
my instructions, as well as by a sense of 
duty, from entering into political contro- 
versy, I considered it expedient to use my 
exertions to prevent de -predations and 
bloodshed among neighbors, now viewed 
as enemies to one another, being divided 
by the provincial line. For this purpose 
I frequently passed into Canada, in such 
a manner, as not to offend cither goveri- 
ment, and preached to the destitute Brit- 
ish subjects, and urged them by motives 
of religion, humanity, and personel safety, 
to restrain themselves, their Indians, and 
all uaprincipled persons, from molesting, 
under any pretext, our deteneelcss inhab- 
itants. When it was practicable I held 
meetings near the line, composed of per- 
sons from both sides, and endeavored to 
address them in an apprepriate manner, 
and impress it upon thei minds, that a 
state of war does not alter the law of Je- 
hovah, which requires us to love our neigh- 
bor as ourselves, and to do to others, as 
we would that others should do tous. I 
prayed repeatedly with different eompa- 
nies of the militia, and entreated them to 
enlist under the banner of €hyrist; fre- 
quently conversed and prayed with the 
sick and dying; spent considerable time 
in hospi itals, conversing and praying with 
sick soldiers, a nd in distributing, among 
such as were able to read, the Bibles and 
tracts, left in my e¢..re by Mr. Osgood. 
The distresse d, perplexed, forlorn inhab- 
itants—the seattered companies of militia, 
collected from destitute settlements—the 
loathsome hospitals, filled with the sick 
and dying, claimed particular attention. | 
generally met with cordial reception; and 
[ hope that the serious addresses to the 
young, the solemn warnings to the i impen- 
itent, the declaration of the promises of 
the Gospel to mourners in Zion, and the 
great doctrines of gr-ce to thousands of 
attentive hearers, through destitute settle- 
ments extending about two hundred miles, 
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have by Divine blessing produced effects, 
in some measure answerable to the beney- 
olent design of the Society.” 

In two or three places, Mr. Pettengill 
witnessed a pleasing prevalence of relig- 
ious seriousness and inquiry. At a town 
called Essex, he notes in his journal, “An 
unusual attention to religion is manifest in 
this vicinity. Meetings are frequent, 
crouded, and solemn. Many are dis- 
posed to inquire what they shail do to 
‘be saved; some have recently obtained a 
hope. Itis not uncommon to see per- 
sons at meeting from the distance of. eight 
or nine miles.’ 

Mr. Booge performed nine wecks 
missionary service, and was then inter- 
rupted in his labors by a dangerous illness, 
from which it is doubtful whether he has 
yet entirely recovered. His services were 
greatly needed in the region where his 
duty was assigned him; and seldom has 
any Society been favored to afford spiritu- 
al instruction and consolation to so great 
a proportion of mourners and other dis- 
tressed persons. The prevailing epidemic 
had filled many families with grief; and 
many neighborhoods were peculiarly ac- 
cessible to religious instruction, on account 
of the uncommonly | painful instances of 
sickness and death, which were before 
their eyes. Mr. B. kept a particular jour- 
nal of his labors from which we make the 
icllowing extracts. 

“Saturday, Oct. 24. In the forenoon 
visited a sick woman, who had a great de- 
sire to unite with the church, and give up 
her children to God in baptism. Entered 
into free conversation, with respect to 
her views of the transaction, concerning 
the state of her soul, and the reason of 
her hope. She appeared to have correct 
views with respect to the essential doc- 
trines of grace, and gave comfortable eyi- 
Jenee that she was a sincere believer. In 
ihe afternoon, went to the centre of the 
town, and preached a preparatory lecture. 

“Sabbath-day, 25. Preached to a fuil 
and very attentive assembly, received one 
person into the ehurch, administered the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper, and bap- 
tised two children. 

“Monday morning, 26. The church 
accompanied me to the house of the sick 
woman. Her husband received us very 
kindly. Preached a lecture, and baptised 
the woman and her household. I also bap- 
tised the househoid of the woman, who 
was admitted to the church the day be- 
fore. It was a most interesting and solemn 
scene. The people appeared to have a 
deep sense of the disinterested kindness 
of the Missionary Society, to which they 
were specially indebted for my services. 

“Toward night [ rode five miles to the 


Vor. 1X. 


north-west part of the town, and preached 
again in the evening.” 

“Dec. 30. Went to visit a woman lan- 
guishing with the consumption. It was 
in the woods, in a very solitary place; and 
every thing around wore the marks of 
extreme poverty, except the heart of the 
sick woman. She gave me to understaud, 
that she had been in a State of great un- 
easiness aud discontent. She could not 
be sick—and she could not die: but her 
heart now appeared to be reduced to g 
state of reconeiliation, subjection, aud obe- 
dience to the will of God. The poor 
couch on which she lay, under all her 
bodily distresses, was the fi:st place in 
which she found and exjored true happi- 
ness. The Holy Spirit had been her in- 
struetor and comforter. She bad very 
supporting views of the grace, power, 
faithtulness, and glory of the Redeemer. 
Conversation and prayer appeared very 
refreshing to her; aud l am sure they were 
to me.” 

“Feb. 10. Visited a sick man, whose 
wife lay dead in the house. He manifested 
— serenity, resignation, and hope. 

rayer and religious conversation were 
refreshing to his heart. The burden of 
his prayer was, that he might be wholly 
devoted to God. On asking him if he 
did not wish to get well, he replied, that 
he had rather love God.’ 4On the 19th Mr 
B. attended this man’s funeral. 

*24. Attended the funeral of a de- 
ceased woman, who had left a sorrowing 
husband and eight weeping children. My 
appointments in the north part of the 
county forbad that I should spend any 
more time with this afflicted and distres- 
sed people. When I took my leave of 
them.in a public manner, at the close of 
the funeral exercises, they manifested the 
warmest gratitude to the Missionary So- 
ciety, and tome for my unremitting la. 
bors among them.” 

Mr. B. preached on week days, as we} 
as the Sabbath, held conferences, advise& 
churehes, healed divisions by his counsels, 
visited from house to house, preached to 
the militia near the frontiers, and admin- 
istered the sacraments. 

Mr. Sewaill spent about eight montis 
in the District of Maine, and nearly all 
the remainder of his appointment in Rhode 
Island. He often found sclemn and atten- 
tive audiences; though there was not in 
general any unusual attention to religion. 
In Dixfield, Maine, there was a consider- 
able awakening, and 16 persons were 
added to the church in that place. Mr. 
S. states in his abstract, that he journeyed 
during the year upwards of 2,500 miles, 
preached 364 sermons, visited 459 fami- 
lies and 19 schools, prayed with sick per 
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sons 33 times, attended 20 conferences, 
29 prayer-meetings, 3 associations, 4 fu- 
nerals, and several other interesting meet- 
ings, and visited prisoners twice. He bap- 
tised 10 adults and 31 children, admitted 
17 persons to church-fellowship, and ad- 
ministered the Lord’s supper 10 times. 
Mr. S. considers the field of missionary la- 
bor as very extensive in the District of 
Maine, and gives his decided approbation 
to the plan of locating missionaries, when- 
ever that shall be practicable. He repre- 
sents the need of evangelical laborers in 
Maine as very great, there being more 
than 20 destitute churches in that part of 
the country, and a vast number of desti- 
tute settlements. 

Messrs. Warren, Lawton, J. Sawyer, 
B. Sawyer, avd Waldo have severally 
made returns of their having performed 
the services assigned them, in the District 
of Maine. As the state of that region is 
now pretty well understood, and as there 
was nothing extraordinary im the recep- 
tion of these brethren, or in the resvlt of 
their labors, there is no reason for making 
extracts from their journals. They were 
faithful, we trust, in the discharge of their 
duties as heralds of the Savior, and their 
exertions cannot have failed of producing 
a desirable effect. 

Mr. Meach, having received a call to 
settle. in the ministry, was unable to ac- 
cept of his appointment. 

At the semiannual meeting, information 
was communicated to the Board, that the 
people of Brewer, in Maine, were desirous 
of having Mr. Thomas Williams for their 
minister; but not feeling themselves able, 
at present, to give him a full support, had 
proposed to settle him upon the plan of 
supporting him a part of each year, and 
allowing him, for the remainder of the 
time, to be employed as a missionary, un- 


- til they should become able to take his 


whole support upon themselves. It also 
appeared, that a minister located in Brew- 
er, would be in a situation for great use- 
fulness in reference to the destitute places 
around him. To afford help in such a 
case was deemed consistent with the gen- 
eral design of this Society. ‘The Board 
therefore caused assurance to be given of 
aid in supporting Mr. Williams, for one 
year from the day of his ordination, to 
any amount, (not exceeding one hundred 
and fifty dollars,) which should be judged 
expedient by the Rev. Messrs. Gillet of 
Hallowell, Bayley of New Castle, and 
Ward of Aina, (formerly New Milford.) 
These gentlemen attended to the subject, 
and concluded that it would be expedient 
to allow for the first year one hundred 
and fifty dollars; but were of opinion that 
should we continue to extend our aid, a 
a hundred dollars in future would be sutti- 


cient. The plan of aiding in this way the 
settlement of munisters im parishes desi- 
rous of having the settled ministry, but un- 
able fully to support it, has been adopted 
by the Maine Missionary Society, has 
been attended with very encouraging suc- 
cess; and has beea earnesuy recommend- 
ed, not only by that Sceiety; but many 
gentlemen, intell.gent aid judicious, and 
well acquainted with our eastern mussion- 
ary field. And it must be exceedingly 
obvious that the settlement of good mun- 
isters in those destitute regions, in situa- 
tions affording opportunity for extensive 
missionary usefulness around them, must 
be attended with great advantages. 

Fifty dollars weve appropriated the last 
year, m further aid of Mr. Eleazer Wil- 
liams in his preparations for a mission to 
his red brethren. 

The President, Secretary, and Treas- 
urer, with Rey. Timothy Dickinson, and 
Dea. Isaac Warren, were appointed by the 
Board a Committee for purchasing and 
distributing books: and four hundred dol- 
lars of the money brought into the treas- 
ury by the Cent Institution, and remain- 
ing unexpended, together with the Pano- 
plists and Magazines, and other books be- 
longing te the Seciety and designed for 
distribution, were placed at their disposal. 
With thé four hundred dollars the com- 
mittee purchased one Seott’s Family Bi- 
ble, cheap New York edition, three hun- 
dred common Bibles, one hundred and 
forty-four Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, 
forty Baxter’s Saints’ Rest, thirty Me- 
moirs of Brainerd, one thousand E) angel- 
ical Primers, one hundred Watts’s Divine 
Songs, and two hundred Hymrs for In- 
fant Minds. The copy of Seott’s Bible 
was purehased at the particular instance 
of our missionary, Mr. Silas Warren, for 
the benefit of Jackson’s and Union Plan- 
tations, in Maine. ‘Those Plantations are 
united in a religious society, and from the 
representation made, it appeared to the 
committee that such a gift to them might 
greatly conduce to the religious instruc- 
tion of many, and be perfectly consistent 
with the liberal design of the Cent con- 
tributions.—Most of the other books have 
been distributed, chiefly in the District of 
Maine. 

The Cent Institution, from which our 
funds for books have principally proceed- 
ed, deserves particular and grateful notice. 
The total amount of its contributions in 
ten years, ending at our last anniversary, 
was about four thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. This money, excepting about nine 
hundred and seventy dollars, has been 
laid out in books, chiefly Bibles and Tes- 
taments, Watts’s Psalms and Hymns and 
Divine Songs; and the books have beer 
distributed among the destitute. In thir 
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way many poor families have been sup- 
plied with the word of iife; and many poor 
Christians have been edified and comfort- 
ed; aud many poor chiidren have been fur- 
nished with meaas of early instruction 
and religious impressions. For this char- 
ity Mrs. Svnpkins and her female coadju- 
tors in diifereat places, not only are en- 
titled to the thanks of this Society, but 
will receive, we devoutly hope, the gra- 
cious benediction of cdim, who so kindly 
noticed the pious widow’s two mites, and 
have che subume satisfaction to hear the 
thauksgivings of many to Him, on this 
benaif, in his everlasting kingdom. 

Nor shouid we omit to acknowledge 
with equal gratitude and ferveney of hope, 
that other fe.aaies have done not less 
worthiiy is the weharitabie beacfactions in 
aid of this Society. 

To several religious societies, and to 
many liberai individuals, very grateful ac- 
knowledg.uents are due for their contribu- 
tions and their privace donations. And it 
is earnestly recommended to the members 
of this Society to use all proper means to 
promote this charity in places where, it 
has beea hitherto aot so constantly or so 
libe ally manifested, and to remind all of 
the words of the Lora Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

The Trustees cannot close this report, 
without expressing their earnest hope, 
that the members of this Socety will not 
gro» cold in their charity, languid in their 
zeal, or weary in thew well doing. The 
cause in which they are engaged 1s incal- 
culably important; and the success, which 
has hitherto attended their efforts, is such 
as should inspire them with inereased avi- 
mation. The times we know are dark, 
and many circumstances in the state of our 
country are depressing; but those who 
profess to trust in the Lord, and to be en- 
gaged in his work, should never faint or be 
discouraged. While in view of the judg- 
ments with which the nation is visited we 
bow with reverence, humility, and submis- 
sion, it should not be overlooked, that the 
feartul aspects of the times, instead of de- 
terring the friends of Zion and of the true 
interests of mankind from exertion, should 
rouse them to augmented zeal, and more 
strenuous activity. If we lift up our eyes 
and take an extensive survey of our coun- 
try, we shall see that the harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are comparatively 
iew. We call ours a Christian land, and 
are accustomed to consider it as being emi- 
nently enlightened, and blessed with reli- 
gion; and, to be sure, we cannot entertain 
too high a sense of the many and inestima- 
ble favors of Heaven, with which it has 
been distinguished. It is, however, a mel- 
ancholy and alarming fact, that great as 
ou privileges are, and kindly as the Sno 


of righteousness has shone upon us, there 
are many thousands of people in these 
States, who visibly live without God in the 
world, and are really sitting in darkness, 
and in the region and shadow of death. 
Large sections of our country, more or less 
advanced in settlement, and some of them 
even populous, are without the stated or- 
dinances of divine worship, without Sab- 
baths, and almost without Bibles. We 
need not go to the extensive, and destitute 
reg.ons of the South and West to awaken 
Our COmmisseration; we may look nearer 
home. In the District of Maine, that im- 
portant part of our own staie, more than 
two hundred thousand people, and more 
than two hundred towns aid parishes are 
destitute of the regular and stated ministry 
of the Gospel. The call for the exertions 
of Christian benevolence are solemn, ur- 
gent, and deeply affecting; andit deserves 
very serious inquiry, whether our remiss- 
ness in imparting the blessings of the Gos- 
pel, and promoting the cause of truth, 
piety, and virtue, among the thousands and 
millions in the land, who, either willingly 
or unwillingly, live without regular religious 
instruction, may not be among the pyin- 
cipal causes of that divine displeasure un- 
der which the nation is mourning and 
trembling. Great as the numbers are of 


those who are famishing for the bread of 


life, the means for supplying them are am- 
ple; and were Christians to feel as they 
ought to feel, were all to be done by them 
wluch might be done, ne part of our coun- 
try would long be left unsupplied. 

Let us then, beloved Brethren, one and 
all, bring this subject home to our own 
hearts, and endeavor to press it upon the 
hearts of others. Let us not shut our eyes 
upon the wants of the multitudes ready to 
perish, nor withhold ourselves from doing 
whatsoever our hands find to do for their 
help. As a society let us stir up the spirit 
of Christian benevolence and zeal in our 
own body; be more enlarged in our views, 
more fervent in our prayers, more strenu- 
ous in our exertions; and be always ready 
to co-operate with other similar bodies in 
every eligible measure for advancing the 
common cause. And as individuals, let us 
call to mind the blood which was shed to 
redeem us, the price of all our hopes, and 
feelingly recognize our infinite obligations to 


Him who will have all men to be saved, 


and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Let us enkindle our hearts at his holy altar, 
and carry home the sacred fire to our 
friends and neighbors; and let us never 
cease to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
or think that we have done enough, that 
we have done any thing indeed, for her 
prosperity and inerease, so long as any 
thing remains to be done. 
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After hearing the foregoing Report, the 
Society proceeded to the choice of officers 
for the year ensuing, when the following 
genldemen were chosen, viz. 

Rev. Daniet Hopxins, D. D. Pres. 

Rev. Samvuet Worcester, D. D. Sec. 

Jeremian Evarts, Esq. T'reas. 

The PresipEntT, ex oficio, 

Rey. Samcet Sprine, D. VD. 

Rev. Samvet Avstin, D. D. 

Rey. Erijan Panisn, D. D. 

Rev. JoxaTnan SvTRoNG, 

The Secretary, 

Rey. Enpwarp D. Grirris, D. D. 

Dea. Isaac WARREN, 

Henry Gray, Esq. 

The Treasurer, and 

Mr. Joun Jenks, Trustees. 

In the evening of the 25th the annu- 
al sermon was preached at the Oid South 
Church by the Rev. Joseph Emerson of 
Beverly, from these words, John vi, 12, 
Gather up the fragments that remain that 
nothing be lost. The preacher very ably 
and faithfully ;ressed upon Christians the 
duty of the strictest economy, in order 
that their savings might be employed to 
promote the cause of Christ. 

A committee was appointed to audit 
the Treasurer's accounts, who reported, 
that they found the accounts rightly cast 
and well-vouched, and that the balance in 
the Treasury was Four Thousand Three 
Hundred and Eighty Dollars, and 59 cents; 





viz. in notes and stock, $4,125,00 
in cash, 255,59 
Bi,380,59 


After all the business of the Society had 
been transacted, the meeting united in a 
song of praise, and the exercises were 
tlosed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. San- 
born of Reading. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN HOMER, (N. Y.) 


A GENTLEMAN writes, with respect to this 
revival, (which was mentioned in our last 
humber p. 564,)that it was the most re- 
markable revival which he ever saw. Sev- 


éral ministers agreed to meet at each othi- 
ers houses, to spend days of fasting, pray- 
er, and conversation with their tamilies. 
‘Three, (,erhaps four,) have become 
hopefully pious in the first family which 
was visited. One has also been tak- 
en in the next, where they met a few 
weeks before the letter was written. 

“Ofthe hopeful converts but two were 
unbaptized. The Lordowns his covenant. 
Su jects of the work are from about sixty 
years of age to less than four. During the 
attention in the spring, a boy of 14 took 
his two little sisters out daily to pray with 
them. Both are now hopefally pious, 
though the youngest has not seen four 
years. The deepness of her conviction, 
her conduct at the time, and the surpris- 
ing change, are astonishing. I would ney- 
er have believed one of her age capable of 
giving such evidence, unless I had wit- 
nessed it.” 


ORDINATIONS. 


Orpatnep, at Colchester, (Con.) the Rev. 
Amasa Loomis, jun. over the church and 
congregation of New Salem Society. 

As Pastor of the Presbyterian church 
and congregation in Whitesborough, (N. 
Y.) the Rev. Joun Frost. Sermon by 
the Rev. Dr. Backus, President of Ham- 
ilton College, from Isa. lviii, 1. 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 


Tue Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society 
in the County of Franklin, (Mass.) was 
forméd at Greenfield, Oct. 13, 1812. The 
following gentlemen were chosen officers, 
viz. 
Rev. Joun Emerson, 
Hon. Jonatuan Leavitt, Esq. | 
Rev. Josepn Freon, 
Evigau Parne, Esq. : 
GILBERT Stacy, Esq. 
Rev. Josrern Frerp, Secretary. 
Jerome Ripxey, Esq. T'reasurer 


Cominittee. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


May 21. From the Female Foreign Mission Society of New Haven $83 75 


24. From a friend to the translation of the Scriptures, in Cayuga (N.Y) 


by Mr. P. W. Gallaudet 


From the Ladies’ Cent Society in Norwalk, by the same 


25. From a friend to foreign missions 


- 20 00 
30 00—_ 50) Ou 
- - 1 Ov 


From the Foreign Missionary Society of Hallowell and Augusta and the 


Vic inity - oe 


. ~ - - 110 00 





Carried forward 244 7° 
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Brought forward $244 75 


From a female, (inclosed in a note to the Treasurer) - 5 00 

26. Contributed i in a conference at Hopkinton, by the Rev. Nathaniel Howe 4 08 
A nue contribution from a Senet society in Braintree, by the Rev. 

Storrs - - - 6 00 

From Mrs. Wild of Braintree, by the same hands - 2 00 


From Abijah Richardson, Esq. Luther Metcalf, Lyman Tiffany, Joseph 
Lovell, and Comfort Walker, of Medway, Artemas Woodward, of 
Medfield, and Dr. Nathaniel ae bas ieee. 5 —_ by Mr. 


Woodward 35 00 
27. Contributed in Beverly at a monthly meeting for the promotion of 
missions, by the Rev. Joseph Emerson - . - 32 30 
From friends of Missions in Worcester, by the Rev. Dr. Austin - 28 52 
From a friend of missions in Oakham, by the same hands 50 
From the following persons, by Mr. ssesckian Hell, viz. ani Hall, 
Keene, New Hampshire 2 00 
Anna K. Dana, Orford : - - - - 1 00 
Charles B. Dana, do. : - - - - 50 
From others in Orford - - - - 7 60 
From John Punchard, Bath, (N. H.) - - - 2 00 
From Elizabeth Lyman, Lunenburg - - 1 00——-14 10 
From a Female Cent oy in Rowley, by Mrs. Harriet Tucker, the 
President : 20 89 


Collected by the Inte. Rev. Dr. Buckmineter, of Portsmouth, for the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures, received of his executor, Dea. "Amos Tappan 122 00 
29. From a society of ladies in Wreatiam, remitted by Amelia marcy, 














Recording = sator oy : . ’ 50 00 
29. From the Female eathen’ + Friend Society in NewBedford 23 72 
From a branch of the same Society at Dartmouth - 5 65——-29 37 
From the Washington Benevolent Society in Peru, county of Berk- 
shire - : - - - - 40 00 
From individuals in the same town ° ° - 7 21 
From females in the same town, by John Leland, jun. Esq. 4 16—~-51 37 
June 5. »From the Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society, in the county of 
of F ranklin, ( Mass.) by Jerome Ripley, Esq. Treasurer - 160 00 
From a society of females in Fair Haven, (Bristol county) - 25 00 
From the Rev. Lathrop Thompson, of Long Island, by the hands of Mr. 
Nathan Coolidge, of Windsor (¥t.)* - - 194 83 
%. From the Foreign Mission Society of Norwich and the Vicinity, by 
Hezekiah Perkins, Fisq. the Treasurer, viz. 
—— towards the translations - - - 223 $8 
-—— towards foreign missions : 18 97 ——-242 85 
i2. From Mr. Daniel Neviaten, of Washington, (Con, ) by the less E. 
Porter - - 4 00 
15. From Frederic Chesebor ough, of Stonington, (Con. ) - 60 
if. From David R. Dixon, Utica, (N,Y.) - - 4 8 
From the following persons, by Mr. Henry Hudson of Hartfor d, (Con.) 
as agent of the Board; viz. 
rom individuals in Greensborough (Vt.) by Ephraim Strong, Esq. for 
missions . - - . - $5 
— for translations - - - - 5 
From the Rey. Giles H. Cowles, of Austinburgh, Ohio, for missions 1! 
for Serampore loss - - - 1 
From a young lady, a friend of missions, at Cairo, Greene 
county, (N. ¥.) - - - 3 
From a friend of missions and translations in Winchester, (Con. ) 
by the Rev. Frederic Marsh - - - 
From sundry persons in Farmington, (Con.) - - 7 72 00 
‘$1,349 96 


*This sum is part of a donation of $400 devoted to the purposes of the Board by 
the Rev. Mr. Thompson, with interest from Sept. 3, 1812. The remainder is se- 


cured by vood notes, and will be published among donations, when the notes are re- 
ceived. The interest already received, and which may be received hereafter, wl: 
appear in the annual accounts. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


Gov’s Judgments upon the Wieked the 
Salvation of his Church; Two Sermons 
delivered at Hatfield in the Months of 
March aod April, 1813, occasioned by the 
total rout and overthrow of the French 
armies in their late invasion of the Russian 
empire. By Joseph Lyman, D. D. Pastor 
of the church in saidtown. Northampton; 
Wilham Butler. 1813. 

A Display of Scriptural Prophecies, with 
their events, and the periods of their ac- 
complishment. Compiled from Rollin, 


Prideaux, Newton, and other eminent 
writers. By Aaron Kinne, A. M. minister 
ofthe Gospel. Boston; Samuel T. Arm- 
strong. 1815. pp. 20. 

Bible News of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, as reported by Rev. Neah W orces- 
ter, A. M. Not Correct. In a letter to a 
frieud inclined to credit that news. Bos- 
ton; S. T. Armstrong. 1813. pp. 18. 

A Series ot Lectures, delivered in Park 
Street Church, Boston, on Sabbach even- 
ing. By Edward D. Grit, UD. D. Pastor 
of Paik Street Church. Boston; Nathan- 
iel Willis. 1813. pp. 327. 


OBITUARY. 


In Mendon (N J.) ayoung lady by the 
name of Tomrxins was killed lately by 
lightning, while in the house of public wor- 
ship on the Sabbath. Four others were 
hurt. 

At Lorraine, near Sacket’s harbor, died 
Capt. Joun Nicke s, sailing master of U. 
S. frigate Constitution. 

At New Haven, (Con.) Mrs. EL1zaBetTu 
Daceetr, wife of Henry Daggett, Esq. 
aged 60. 

At Bellingham, ( Mass.) on the 12th ult. 
the Rev. Vatentrine W. Ratuasesy, late 
pastor of the first Baptist church in Bridge- 
water. 

At Concord, (N. H.) between March 
10th, and May 6th, 24 persons, of the spot- 
ted fever. Sixteen of these were U. S. 
soldiers. There had been 247 cases of the 
fever. 

At Walpole, (N. H.) the Rev. Tsomas 
FP ESSENDEN, aged 74. 

At Portland, the Hon. Dantex Instey, 
Esq. aged 73. 

At Norfolk, (Vir.) Capt. H. M. Artey, 
of U.S. artillery. 

At Hartford, (Ver.) on the 22d ult. the 
Rev. EneN Burroveas, D. D. pastor of 
the church in Dartmouth College, and a 
trustee of that institution, aged 75; and, on 
the Tuesday preceding, his wife, aged 68; 
both of the See cy They died in 
peace and Christian triumph after lives of 
eminent piety and usefulness. 

At Warner, (Mass.) the Rev. WILiiam 
Ketiy, aged 68. Harvard College, 1761. 

At Lee, (Mass.) of the prevailing epi- 


demic, on the 2%th of March last, Mi; 
Cuaries Backus Hype, son of the Rev. 
Alvan Hyde, D. D. aged 17. 

At Pomona, (Md.) the Rev. Greorer 
Raven, aged 61. 

On board the Chesapeake, June 6, Capt. 
James Lawrence, of that frigate, in con- 
sequence of wounds received in the late 
battle between the Chesapeake and Shan- 
non, aged about 31. 

At Boston, on the 4th inst. Lient. Orra- 
vius A. Page, first of the Chesapeake, of 
a fever, son of the late Governor Page of 
Virginia, aged 28. 

At Geneva, (N. Y.) the Rev. Jeprpian 
Cuapman, aged 72, in the fifty-seeond year 
of his ministry. ’ : 

At Columbia, (S.C.) several members 
of the College in that place, of the typhus 
fever; in consequence of whichthe students 
had been diseharged till Oct. next. 

Near Harrisburg, (Pa.) Gen. MicHarL 
Simeson, aged 80. 

At Hardwick, the Rev. Davin Barrs, 
pastor of the Baptist society in Dana, 
aged 52. 

At Philadelphia, from May 1 to 29, there 
were 119 deaths, 82 adults and 37 children; 
20 of consumption, 30 of typhus fever, 5 of 
apoplexy. 

At Bennington, (Vt.) the Hon. Moses 
Rosrnson, Esq. formerly governor of that 
state, aged 72. 

At New Orleans, Evans Jownss, Esq, 
President of the late U. S. Branch Bank in 
that place. 

At Halifax, on the 13th inst. Avevustvs 


1813. 


C. Lupiow, first acting lieutenant of the 
Cheaapeake, in consequenee of wounds re- 
ceived when that irigate was captured. 

On board the Chesapeake, during the 
action on the isi inst. Wittiam A. Wuire, 
sailing master, killed by the first broadside 
from the Shannon, aged 26. 

Also, in the same action, James Broome, 
ist Leut. of marines, three midshipmen, and 
45 oilicers and seamen beside those above 
named. ’ 

At Richmond, ( Vir.) Gen. James Woon, 
an oilicer im the revolutiouary war and a 
member of the Executive Council of that 
ulate. 

At Exeter, (N. H.) a woman named 
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Dre, supposed to be 105 years old, a de- 
seendaut of the aborigines of this country. 

At Deerfield, (Mass.) Mr. Jonaraan 
CuarmMan, aged 59, murdered in a quar- 
rel, according to the verdict of the coroner's 
inquest. 

At New Haven, (Con.) Gen. James 
Munrriman, a member of the Legislature 
of that state, aged 52. 

At Woodstock, (Ver.) Rev. ANDREW 
Smiru, pastor of the church in the south 
parish of that town, aged 60. 

At Sheilield, (Mass.) Rev. Ernrarm 
Jupson, pastor of the charchin that town, 


aged 75. 


POETRY. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


My Shepherd’s voice still guides my feet, 
Lest I should go astray; 

i hear his voice—his voice is swect— 
{ hear it aud obey. 


No stranger’s call can cheat my ear 
‘fo draw my steps aside: 

Why should I go I know not where, 
And leave my heav’uly Guide! 


He leads me where the purest streams 
Through greenest meadows rove, 

And shades me from the sultry beams, 
In a delightful grove. 


If I should fall—I often do~ 
He lifts me up amain: 

Then gives me strengih and spirit too, 
To walk his ways again. 


When care or sickness break my rest, 
My geutle Friend is nigh: 

He cheers me when I sink distrest, 
And saves me when I die. 


What does my Shepherd ask for all 


An ear to listen to his call, 
A heart to feel his love. N. 


For the Panoplist. 
Mr. Editor. 
Tr you think the following lines worthy of 
a place in the Panoplist, please to insert 
them. 


TEMPTATION, 


Canrist1an Soldier! wat -hful stand! 
Now, the Tempter is at hand:—- 
Guard your heart; he pleads for sin, 
Whispering evil thoughts within. 
Guilty pleasure, deck’d with charms, 
Seeks indulgence in your aris.—- 
But your Cov’nant God on high 
Marks your steps with piercing eye; 
Quick arouse! resist and fight! 
Trust in Heaven's assisting mights 
Human strength is weak and frail, 
Heav’nly aid will never fail. 

They who taithfully endure 

Find the promise ever sure;— 
Persevere! the vietory gain! 

And the Crown of Life atttain. 


These blessings trom above! s.C 


TO SUBSCRIBERS AND PATRONS. 


It has been found quite inconvenient, ever since the first publication of this work, 
that the volume should commence in June, instead of commeneing, as has been usual 
with similar works, at the begmning of the year. Subscribers often send from a dis- 
tance to take the work from January. Thiscannot be allowed, on the present plan, as 


it would make incomplete volumes. Mistakes often originate from the eireumstance that 
each volume includes part of two years. It is obviously more convenient, on eon | ac- 
counts, both tous and our subseribers, that each volume should begin ‘and end wi ithe 
year. But te remedy tsis jngonvenience hasalwaysbeen considereda difficult thing. ‘The 
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best method, which has ever been proposed, is, in our estimation, one which has lately 
been urged upon us by some of our friends, and which we state for the consideration of 
our subscribers generally. It is this: That in each of the months of August, Septem- 
ber, Cetober, November, and December next, two numbers should be issued, so that 
twelve numbers of the current volume may be printed before the last day of December, 
and all future volumes begin with January and end with the same year. The only 
change which this arrangement will make, in respect to the time of payment, will be, 
that payment will become due for the current volume two months earlier, than if no 
alteration had taken place; and, in all future years, the sixth number will be issued in 
June instead of November; of course payment will become due about the first of July 
instead of the first of December. 

If this plan shail be as acceptable to our subscribers in general, as it has been to those 
who have already been made acquainted with it, we shall enter upon the execution of 
itin August. In that case, we shall need the assistance of all our correspondents, and 
shall hold ourselves bound to apply our most strenuous exertions to the work. We 
shall then be able to bring up the religious intelligenee, which has for some time eroud- 
ed upon us, and to notice several new publications, which we have not had room to re- 
view hitherto. 

We are also urged to enlarge the Panoplist after the current volume; and have con- 
cluded to make a proposal on that subject. If it shall appear, that our subscribers in 
general are desirous of having the work larger than it is at present, we shall add eight 
pages to every number, and enlarge the page so that it shall contain one fourth part 
more than it now does. In that case, the price will be advanced to three dollars a year. 
The number of pages will be 672 in a volume, containing as much as 840 of our present 
pages, and more than the Edinburgh or Quarterly Review contains, each of which, as 
republished in this country, sells for five dollars a year. The Minor Panoplist will be 
proportionally enlarged, and sold for one dollar and fifty cents a volume. The work 
will then be the cheapest of the kind, according to the labor bestowed upon it, ever 
published originally, or republished, in this country. We shall not be able to adopt 
this plan, unless an extensive and liberal patronage is secured. It is hardly supposable 
that any real friend to the work, who wishes to have it enlarged, will object on account 
of the advance in the price, when for five cents a month he will receive additional mat- 
ter equal to what is now contained in 22 pages; or, if he takes the Minor, for two and 
a half cents he will have an addition equal to what is now contained in 13 such pages. 

We wish to consult the inclinations of subscribers in all matters like those whieh 
have now been stated, as we have no interest which clashes with the greatest utility 
of our work. We respectfully request subscribers, therefore, to express their opinions 
on these subjects to our agents, and our agents to communicate them to us, so that we 
may determine by the first of August next whether to close the volume in December, 
or not. 

We have the satisfaction of stating, that if the debts for the last volume are collected, 
and the few remaining copies are sold, about six hundred and fifty dollars will remain, as 
clear profits, to aid the missionary cause, under the direction of the American — 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Those who now owe for that volume wil! 
bear this in mind, and, we — not, will feel a peculiar obligation to make payment 
Should the patronage of the Panoplist be increased, the amount of clear profits to be 
hoped in future will be more than proportionally increased. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We decline inserting the questions proposed by L. S. The discussion of them would, 
in our opinion, be worse than useless to most readers of a religious magazine. 

The Account of the Revival of Religion in Greenwich, wili be inserted in ov: 
pages; though perhaps in a somewhat abridged form. 

PHILOMATHETES is received. 

Several obituary notices are omitted for want of room. 

The Essay On the Study of the Mind, as connected with preaching the Gospel, has 
been sometime under consideration. We doubt whether it would be useful; and 
therefore decline publishing it. 


The pecuniary accounts of the Massachusetts Missionary Society are intended to be: 
Published next month. 





